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Introduction

Introduction

The purpose of this plan is to outline the Allegany County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan. The plan considered the importance of connecting all the municipalities in the
County, by utilizing abandoned railways, natural drainage ways, and existing roadways.
By connecting more communities, it opens up affordable recreation and transportation
opportunities for all. This plan requires the implementation of various projects to achieve
the overall master plan. These projects range from crosswalks for schools to a 16 mile
rail-trail.

Because the County master plan covers such a great amount of area, this packet breaks
down the plan into six focus areas; Greater Cumberland, Greater Frosturg, LaVale, George’s
Creek Corridor, Potomac River Greenway and Eastern Allegany County. Each area has
several different opportunities for projects and many smaller projects can be established
from any given project listed in the project portion of this booklet.

In the back of the plan, information regarding trail design and various types of bike lanes
is provided. The illustrations are typical demonstrations of their respective designs and
are not actual details for specific areas for any given project. Also found in the back
are various funding sources in which interested municipalities can contact for project
funding. Lastly, full size map fold outs are located in a sleeve in the back portion of this
booklet.

This booklet will serve as a plan of action for Allegany County as they work to develop a
complete bicycle and pedestrian trail network. Planning and implementing a complete
trail network is a pivotal step for improvements in public health, tourism, economic
development, and sustainability. Whether it is providing a safe pedestrian environment
within a neighborhood or connecting communities with one another, addressing issues
both large and small allows for the creation of a comprehensive plan for Allegany County’s
bicycle and pedestrian trail network.




Allegany County

Goals & Objectives
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Allegany County

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan Mineral Belt Trail
Leadbville, Colorado

At an Elevation of 10,400 feet above sea level, the Mineral Belt Trail (MBT) is one of the highest
paved rail-trails in the country. The MBT was a challenge to developers because it is located within
a Superfund site, a national historic district, a mining district with overlapping claims and an area of
high topographic relief, all of this in a small community with limited financial resources.

In July 2000, seven years after the trail’s ground breaking, Leadville officially opened the Mineral Belt
Trail. A 12.5 mile rail-trail through the town. The successful completion of the trail was the result
of strong partnership between Union Pacific Railroad Company, Colorado State Parks, Colorado
Department of Transportation, U.S. EPA, Asarco Mine, the town of Leadville, Lake County and private
landowners.

Intersecting features of the trail include the safe and legal access it provides to historic mining areas
panoramic views of Colorado’s three highest peaks (including Mount Elbert, the state’s highest mountain)
and the trail’s use, sanctioned by the EPA, as an impervious cap over the old railroad corridor.

The MBT follows old railroad grades, some dating to 1884, once used to transport gold, silver and other
minerals from area mines. The rail-trail also follows abandoned sections of the Denver & Rio Grand
and Colorado Midland railroad corridors, which were largely responsible for opening the central Rocky
Mountains to settlement.

Today, the Mineral Belt Trail passes through the historic town of Leadville linking three public schools,
recreation areas., the public library, Colorado Mountain College, the National Mining Museum, the
hospital and medical center and several churches. Transportation Enhancements funds were used for
trail construction and the installation of a new bicycle and pedestrian bridge over a busy roadway.
With connections to so many places in the community, the rail-trail’s transportation benefits are
considerable, particularly to children who can now safely walk or bike to school on the trail rather than
on area roads.

-
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Until recent years mining was the economic backbone for Leadville. The 1999 closure of the Asarco
Mine was a devastating blow to Leadville’s economy and community spirit. Realizing the need to
redefine their community, Leadville residents allied around the idea of the trail, focusing on the town’s
natural beauty, recreational opportunities and historic mining areas. The MBT draws tourists to the
area year-round, boosting the economic viability of this former mining area. In the months following
the trail’s opening, Leadville reported a 19 percent increase in sales tax revenues. Owners of restaurants
and lodging facilities report that they are serving customers who have come into town specifically to
ride the trail. The MBT has helped Leadville prevent an economic recession by contributing to the
town’s revitalization efforts and successful development as a recreation and tourism destination.

SOURCE: http://www.railstotrails.org/our Work/trailBasics/benefits.html

Case Study
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Master Plan

While planning for the Allegany County Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan, it was important to take into consideration how
the plan would come together from the community level to
the overall County wide level. This Master Plan was created
on the basis of connecting communities through the use of
affordable transportation and recreational opportunities for
all demographics.

Understanding how all of these communities could become
part of the framework in the plan was sought after in the
highest priority. For this reason, the Master Plan offers many
connections from small to large. This booklet breaks down the
county wide plan into six major areas, Greater Cumberland,
Greater Frosturg, LaVale, George’s Creek Corridor, Potomac
River Greenway and Eastern Allegany County. In the pages
to follow you will be able to find specific projects that are
highlighted by its area within the county. These projects can be
small crosswalks to allow students a safe passageway to school,
or can be as large as the proposed Georges Creek Rail Trail.
Although, there are over 30 projects listed below there is no real
number to how many projects that can be generated with this
plan. This can be found within the major undertakings such
as the Georges Creek Rail Trail. This plan discusses the trail
as a project, however, there can be many smaller projects that
are necessary for the overall completion of the proposed rail
trail. These projects can range from property r-o-w ownership
to retrofitting old rail trestles to allow for bike and pedestrian
flow.

Large scale maps of the overall plan and of the three areas are
provided for viewing in the back of the booklet.

Allegany County
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Allegany County
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Greater Cumberland

When it comes to understanding the greater Cumberland area
one would need to look past the defined borders of the city. Many
towns play into the network of Cumberland, creating a challenging
task when thinking about transportation at human scale. As a
society we are moving in a direction of self transit and better health
from recreational opportunity. It is important to not only think
of the larger population areas such as Frostburg, but to think of
connecting smaller areas like Ellerslie. The Allegany County Bicycle
and Pedestrian Master Plan addresses this concern by connecting as
many towns as possible to open affordable recreation, transportation
and economic benefit to all. There are six sections defined in this
plan to help target specific focus areas. In the first section we will
see projects that highlight vital and important connections to the
Cumberland area from the outlining areas, as well as address smaller
internal circulation.

The map to the left provides a wealth of information on various
projects that we will discuss in this section. These projects differ
in scale and viability. Each project is given a feasibility assessment
defined by the following.

#1 Preliminary Design: These projects are considered practical and
provide desirable community connections. Estimated project cost
will also be provided.

#2 Concept: Project provides conceptual connections to the current
network. These projects need further planning and investigation.
Project constraints will be listed.

#3 Pre-Feasibility: These big picture projects, defined by a study
buffer, need further planning and feasibility studies, but provide
the road map to connect the future trails and bikeways in Allegany
County. Project constraints will be listed.

Located on the map are project markers with page numbers to
further explain the project areas, and how they play their role in the
overall plan.

Greater Cumberland



Greater Cumberland

Allegany County

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Project Focus:

» Connecting Braddock Middle School to its surrounding
neighborhood and link the community to the Great Allegheny
Passage

Project Feasibility:

o #1 Preliminary Design

Project Cost Estimate: ez
. 90k-110k By
Project Elements: '

« Repair roughly 150 ft of existing sidewalks to bring them up to
standards

« Delineating a pedestrian only path underneath US Route 40

« Proposed sidewalk from underpass to N Centre St (esimated length

430 ft)
» Crosswalks to define a crossing for pedestrians across Centre St and Existing Sidewalk
Mechanic St Proposed Sidewalk

Proposed Crosswalk
Proposed Cumberland Bikeways
Proposed Bikelane

Funding Opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
o Sidewalk Retrofit Program
« Bicycle Retrofit Program 0 400 Feet

See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

North Cumberland



Allegany County

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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South Cumberland to Carpendale, WV

Project Focus:

Connecting South Cumberland, Wiley Ford, Carpendale, McCoole
and Keyser, WV through the use of a pedestrian bridge, bike lane
and trail extension along the Western Maryland Railway r-o-w on the
Potomac River

Project Feasibility:

#2 Concept

Project Elements:

Connecting Carpendale to South Cumberland by extending the
existing trail highlighted in light green over the Canal Parkway to
Cumberland. This connection would offer patrons a safe way to cross
the high speed traffic of the Canal Parkway. This connection utilizes
the existing Western Maryland Railway r-o-w

Proposed sidewalk from end of bridge to existing sidewalk on Virginia
Ave. (Approximately 1,000 ft)

Addition of crosswalks highlighted in yellow, to tie into existing
sidewalks.

Proposed bike lane from Wiley Ford to proposed C&O trailhead. This
connects Wiley Ford, WV to Maryland’s trail network.

Proposed trail from existing trailhead in Carpendale, WV to McCoole
and Keyser, WV along the existing Western Maryland Railway r-o-w
Removal of existing rail along Western Maryland Railway r-o-w on the
West Virginia side

Project Constraints:

Landowner consent and pedestrian bridge over Canal Parkway needs
turther study and partnership with SHA
Cooperation with NPS to cross C&O Canal

Funding Opportunities

TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
National Recreational Trails Program
Bicycle Retrofit Program

Maryland Scenic Byways Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Greater Cumberland



Greater Cumberland
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Project Focus:

« Creating a significant connection between the C&O Historic Trail
and the South Cumberland area, by providing a shared roadway
from Messick Rd to Mexico Farm Rd

Project Feasibility:
o #2 Concept

Project Elements:

 Creating a connection point to the C&O from Mexico Farm Rd

« Crosswalk with proper identification to provide patrons a safe way
to cross Industrial Blvd from Messick Rd

« Utilize existing shoulder pavement along Industrial Blvd

« Developing proper identification to designate the proposed shared
roadway

Project Constraints:

« Providing a safe crossing at Industrial Blvd and Messick Rd
o SHA partnership for improvements to Messick Rd and MD 51
« Landowner cooperation for proposed study buffer on Evitts Creek

Funding Opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
« Maryland Scenic Byways
« National Recreational Trails Program

« Bicycle Retrofit Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Allegany County

Bzcycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Allegany County

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Project Focus:

« Connecting Rocky Gap State Park, Western Maryland Regional Medical
Center, Allegany College of MD and the Cumberland Country Club to the
Cumberland area as well as connecting Ellerslie and Corriganville to the
Cumberland area via the existing Pennsylvanian Railroad r-o-w

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

 Creating a trail connecting Rocky Gap’s trail network west to Wills Mt
State Park and Olde North Cumberland

« Creating a connection from Rocky Gap heading south along Evitts Creek
to South Cumberland and the C&O Towpath

o A large multi-surface urban/rural loop which encompasses rail trails,
mountain trails and urban interface

 Creating a healthy alternative for the populace of South Cumberland
to access the Western Maryland Regional Medical Center and Allegany
College of MD

« Utilize Pennsylvanian Railroad r-o-w along Wills Creek to give access
from Ellerslie to Cumberland

» Connecting the proposed trail to the GAP and the C&O to enhance
recreational opportunity for the people of Ellerslie

7
Ellerslie

Evitt’s Creek Greenway

Project Constraints:

o Cooperation with private landowners

Funding Opportunities

o Health Grants

o Educational Grants

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
o Park and Rec Grants

o National Recreation Trails Program

o Maryland Scenic Byways Program

Proposed Study Buffer
Existing Trails

Proposed Trails
C&O Canal Trail

Great Allegany Passage

1 Miles @

See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Greater Cumberland



Greater Cumberland

Project Focus:

Project Feasibility:

Project Elements:

Funding Opportunities

Resurfacing Will’s Creek Trestle to reconnect Olde North
Cumberland to the Great Allegany Passage, Bishop Walsh School
and the future location of Allegany High School as well as capturing
some of Cumberland’s best views while offering a recreational
opportunity for mountain bikers and hiking enthusiasts.

#3 Pre-Feasibility

Resurfacing the Will’s Creek Trestle

Creation of a trailhead that would serve as an access point for the
Great Allegheny Passage and Narrows Overlook (Study Buffer). The
Trailhead would also offer Great Allegheny Passage users a place
to tie off their bike and take the adventurous 850 ft climb to top to
view all of Cumberland

Connecting top of narrows ridge (near Bishop Walsh) to
Cumberland’s West Side.

Opening magnificent view sheds to capitalize on Narrows unique
recreational opportunity.

Tie back into existing sidewalk along Mechanic St from resurfaced
rail Trestle to connect the Great Allegany Passage to Olde North
Cumberland.

TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
Safe Routes to School
Bicycle Retrofit Program

National Recreational Trails Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Allegany County
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Allegany County
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

Greater Frostburg

Frostburghasgreatpotential for creatinga walkable town. By focusing
on recreational amenities, municipal facilities, and its proximity
to the Great Allegheny Passage, Frostburg has opportunities with
its connection to the Greater Cumberland area and to many other
towns along the GAP. This larger scheme is important to keep in
mind when studying smaller interconnections within the Greater
Frostburg area as defined in the following pages.

As with the previous section, the map to the left provides locations
of particular projects that we will discuss in the following pages.
These projects differ in scale and viability. Each project is given a
feasibility assessment defined by the following.

#1 Preliminary Design: These projects are considered practical and
provide desirable community connections. Estimated project cost
will also be provided.

#2 Concept: Project provides conceptual connections to the current
network. These projects need further planning and investigation.
Project constraints will be listed.

#3 Pre-Feasibility: These big picture projects, defined by a study
buffer, need further planning and feasibility studies, but provide
the road map to connect the future trails and bikeways in Allegany
County. Project constraints will be listed.

Located on the map are project markers with page numbers to
further explain the project areas, and how they play their role in the
overall plan.

Greater Frostburg



- ParrisiNGlendening’ R&Eatiop Complex Allegany C O unty

A Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
‘) / TofihelGrestdalleganyiPacscoc i

>

Project Focus:
« Connecting Frost Elementary to the GAP and to all of the parks in

%‘0 Frostburg

Q . ° 3 K . R

= Project Feasibility: \ y”@m\e\\ ;

E o #1 Preliminary Design 5 A - : !
- y "~ 4 » |

5 Project Cost Estimate: Vo / N .

- EEEER Sdeo o - d

§ « 200k-230k / A G

O Project Elements: ‘

o Sidewalks along the east side of Shaw St along with Crosswalks
provides neighborhood a safe access route to and from the school
and park facilities

 Create a connection north of the park to the GAP trail

» Continue a sidewalk system to Rt 40 and a dedicated crosswalk that
connect West End Park and the Sand Spring Greenway

Project Constraints:

o Landowner R-O-W for proposed sidewalks
Proposed Trail
Proposed Sidewalk

Existing Sidewalk

Funding Opportunities

« Safe Routes to School
o TEP- Transportation Enhancement Program
« National Recreational Trails Program

« Sidewalk Retrofit Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Exisiting Trail
Proposed Crosswalk

300 Feet

Frost Elementary



Allegany County
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- 5 £ = o ° networl‘<
v y = o The trail heads south from Paul St and parallels Upper Georges Creek Rd
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v Ak Existing Sidewalk Westernport
.. ° .
DA Proposed Sidewalk Project Constraints:
9 -
" _ o@? o ApErl Proposed Crosswalk Q o Cooperation with private landowners
\ o < et Existing Trail . P
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‘¢ -y / e Proposed Shared Roadway . Bicycle Retrofit Program
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See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Greater Frostburg




Allegany County

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

AP
."_-"“ é%g;‘*’ B '}: ,\0'?‘0(\@“3. . ‘ $ ('_)’b\\ ’ ‘ P
o 2 e e 2 X 2 fand
‘; -8 ‘3?,\2_’«\/ Y 143 Q@h/ L '\o® /,' To Cumbe"
Fe ik S ; \#* % ¥ 2 b . y2
~ '—;mﬁ“ : . . ) S0 4
= = o AT : " ¢
= R T NSNS e h/)
¥ 2 F
O 29 o’ 3 % R
Project Focus: S
« Creating a connection from the proposed Grahamtown Rail-Trail to o 2 iy
. . . 5 ], A
Parris N Glendening Recreation Complex and eventually to the Great Sy e e e ; ,
Allegany Passage Ko R0 D R
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Project Feasibility: RankE= s Existing iunnel- =it
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Greater Frostburg

Project Elements: f»‘;\_’ : Sk
» Creating a proposed trail that will link Frostburg State University to ‘ ’ iy Sl s
the Glendening Recreation Complex o ‘ y : % TR /%
o Link Mt Pleasant Park to the proposed trail “ A ‘ Moun ta’tiir:;?'iRi' ds : -
« Connecting West End Park to Frost Elementary School through the S RS - el Schoo]
use of various designated bike or pedestrian lanes, proposed sidewalks ~ Fai
/] o | TS
and crosswalks /]

Project Constraints:

» Cooperation with private landowners
Existing Sidewalk
Proposed Sidewalk
Proposed Crosswalk
Existing Trail
Proposed Trail

Funding Opportunities

« Neighborhood Conservation/Urban Reconstruction Program
 Sidewalk Retrofit Program

 Bicycle Retrofit Program

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program

Proposed Bike Lane

The National Recreational Trails Program
Community Parks and Playgrounds Program
Safe Routes to School

See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Proposed Shared Roadway
Proposed Study Buffer
Great Allegheny Passage

0 1,000 Feet
N N

Sandsprings Greenway




Allegany County
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Existing Sidewalk
Proposed Sidewalk
Proposed Crosswalk
Proposed Trail

Great Allegheny Passage
Proposed Shared Roadway
Existing Bike Lane

300 Feet
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Project Focus:

 Rehabilitation of the abandoned Frostburg tunnel under Main St to
restore a connection between the GAP and Frostburg

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

« Repairing the tunnel for use of a passage that will open an on-grade
connection to the greater Frostburg area to the GAP and allow a
gentler grade change to Main Street

Project Constraints:
« Cost of rehabbing tunnel and future maintenance

Funding Opportunities

» Recreational Trails Program
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
o Advocacy Advance
o Community Legacy Program
 National Recreational trails Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Greater Frostburg



Allegany County

“THE NARROWS”

OME OF THE MOST PICTURESQUE SPOTS
AROUND CUMBERLAND. DISCOVERED BY
SPENDELOW AFTER THE ROAD OWVER WILLS
MOUNTAIN HAD BEEN COMNSTRUCTED BY
GEMERAL BRADDOCK. ADOPTED ASTHE
ROUTE OF THE CUMBERLAND ROAD (THE
NATIONAL ROAD) 1833. THE OLD
STONE BRID'GE ACROSS WILLS CREEK
WAS USED FROM 1834 TO 1932

STATE ROADS OOMMISSION

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
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Project Focus:
« Creating a Mountain Bike/Hiking loop option off of the GAP with

N

an overlook destination

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

« Utilize existing logging roads as the base for the loop

 The loop is approximately 4 miles round trip

 Destination Piney Mountain Overlook

e 1,100’ + elevation gain, reaching approximately 2,400” at the
overlook

« Major views of the Narrows, Pennsylvania, Maryland and West
Virginia

Greater Frostburg

RineyiMoeuntain

/ OVenloek

Project Constraints:

o Cooperation with private landowners
o Trail alignment
« Funds for capital and future maintenance

Funding Opportunities

e Program Open Space
 National Recreation Trails Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Great Allegheny Passage

Future Study Buffer

1,500 760 O 1,500 Feet @
BN BN N

Piney Mountain Overlook
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LaVale

LaVale, Corriganville and Ellerslie face a unique geographic
barrier that disconnects them to the Greater Cumberland area.
Fortunately, the GAP Trail provides an existing non-motorized
corridor through the Narrows passageway. However, current trail
users west of Cumberland face challenges connecting to the GAP
along the narrow US Route 40. The following section focuses on
new connections of the existing GAP Trail to provide a safe and
welcoming experience.

As with the previous section, the map to the left provides locations
of particular projects that we will discuss in the following pages.
These projects differ in scale and viability. Each project is given a
feasibility assessment defined by the following.

#1 Preliminary Design: These projects are considered practical and
provide desirable community connections. Estimated project cost
will also be provided.

#2 Concept: Project provides conceptual connections to the current
network. These projects need further planning and investigation.
Project constraints will be listed.

#3 Pre-Feasibility: These big picture projects, defined by a study
buffer, need further planning and feasibility studies, but provide
the road map to connect the future trails and bikeways in Allegany
County. Project constraints will be listed.

Located on the map are project markers with page numbers to
further explain the project areas, and how they play their role in the
overall plan.

LaVale
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Existinghlrailhead

' 4

Project Focus:

» Creatingasaferoute to Cash Valley Elementary School and connecting
the Great Allegheny Passage to lower LaVale

Project Feasibility:

« #2 Concept ' @ashiValley,
EIementary/S,chooI’

R -

Project Elements: £

o Connect proposed sidewalk along Cash Valley Rd into recently
completed sidewalks along US Route 40

o Proposed sidewalk along Southbound lane from Cash Valley
Elementary School to US Route 40 (Approximately 1 mile). This
connection would open a safe access point to the majority of school
district

o Proposed sidewalk along Southbound lane from Cash Valley
Elementary School to the Great Allegany Passage ( Approximately
3/4 mile). This connection offers a safe pedestrian access point from

US Route 40 to the Great Allegany Passage

LaVale

Project Constraints:

o Cooperation with private landowners
o Trail alignment and typical section design

Existing LaVale Loop Trail
Proposed Sidewalk
Existing Sidewalk
Proposed Shared Roadway
Great Allegheny Passage

Trailhead
1,000 500 0 1,000 Feet @

Funding Opportunities

« Safe Routes to School
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project

o Sidewalk Retrofit Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Project Focus:

« Connecting LaVale to the Great Allegheny Passage, with consideration
of ADA access that would allow an on grade connection

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

» Two trailheads that connect LaVale to the Great Allegheny Passage

o Trailhead ‘B’ offers ADA compliant access to the Great Allegheny
Passage. This trailhead location was chosen due to the existing grade.
Proposing the trailhead at the end of Oak Terrace St allows for a
gradual grade change along an existing bench. This connection also
links LaVale’s Swim Club to the Great Allegheny Passage.

o Trailhead ‘A’ offers a large parking area where a trail would be brought
up to the elevation of the Great Allegheny Passage. (Approximately
30 ft)

Project Constraints:

» Cost estimates for earthwork
« Preliminary design and engineering
o Constructability

Funding Opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
 National Recreation Trails Program

« Maryland Scenic Byways Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Existing LaVale Loop Trail
Proposed Study Buffer
Great Allegany Passage
Proposed Shared Roadway
Proposed Trailhead

500 Feet @

)
=
-
S
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LaVale
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Project Focus:

« Utilizing the existing Pennsylvanian Railroad R-O-W to connect the
communities of Corriganville and Ellerslie to the GAP and to the
City of Cumberland to provide a safe bike and pedestrian route to
these communities

LaVale

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

« Utilize Pennsylvanian Railroad R-O-W along Wills Creek to connect
Ellerslie to Cumberland

« Connecting the proposed trail to the GAP and the C&O to enhance
recreational opportunity for the people of Ellerslie & Corriganville

Project Constraints:

o Private landowner cooperation

Funding opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
» National Recreation Trails Program

» Maryland Scenic Byways Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Georges Creek Corridor

éﬁ?f; g The George’s Creek Corridor has great potential to become a major
1 )é.’;y’z‘(y 19/ J  arterial connection for many people through the valley. Currently

el the owner of the unused railway has intentions of re-use and many
connections could be greatly effected by that outcome. This outcome
plays a key role in the projects discussed in this section, as most rely
on the success of the proposed Corridor. Although some projects
depend completely on the proposed Corridor, some still have
weight in regards to smaller connections within their municipality
and therefor should still be studied.

As with the previous section, the map to the left provides locations
of particular projects that we will discuss in the following pages.
These projects differ in scale and viability. Each project is given a
feasibility assessment defined by the following.

#1 Preliminary Design: These projects are considered practical and
T Vs provide desirable community connections. Estimated project cost
MO UNTAIN XS = /“}.* 6’] ~ 4 will also be provided.

#2 Concept: Project provides conceptual connections to the current
network. These projects need further planning and investigation.
Project constraints will be listed.

#3 Pre-Feasibility: These big picture projects, defined by a study
buffer, need further planning and feasibility studies, but provide
the road map to connect the future trails and bikeways in Allegany
County. Project constraints will be listed.

Located on the map are project markers with page numbers to
further explain the project areas, and how they play their role in the
overall plan.

Georges Creek Corridor



George’s Creek Corridor

Project Focus:

Upgrade existing foot trail path to define a trail connection between
Luke and Westenport

Project Feasibility:
o #1 Preliminary Design
Project Cost Estimate:
. 130k -150k

Project Elements:

» Upgrade existing foot path trail to make a safer pedestrian route
between Luke and Westernport

« Removal of trees to clear a safe path for the new trail

« Proper signage to define walking trail

Project Constraints:
« Private landowner cooperation

Funding opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project

« National Recreation Trails Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Project Focus:

» Creatinga connection from Frostburg to the proposed George’s Creek
Corridor

Project Feasibility:
o #2 Concept

Project Elements:

« Utilizing an existing underpass below I-68

o Creating a shared roadway along MD 936 with the use of sharrows
and proper signage

o A trailhead on the south side of I-68 to provide access for the local

residents that don’t have a safe passageway to the proposed George’s
Creek Corridor

I-68 Tunnel

T

Project Constraints:

o Private land owner cooperation is needed

Proposed Trail « Existing railway is currently in works to be operable

é o “ Proposed Shared Roadway

D - . e

& _§ Proposed Trailhead Fundlng Opportunltles
_::; o o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
o=t  National Recreational Trails Program

% %— 200 Feet e Marylands Scenic Byways Program

O ©

See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Georges Creek Corridor




George’s Creek Corridor

Project Focus:

o Create a educational attraction in the Town of Lonaconing while
providing economic stimulation from the users of the proposed
George’s Creek Rail Trail

Project Feasibility:
o #2 Concept
Project Elements:

 Signage and striping for pedestrian/bicycle access from the trail to Rt
36 on Bridge St

o A dedicated crosswalk for all trail users and residence east of Rt 36 to
have save access across Rt 36 to the Iron Furnace Park

o This crosswalk would allow for a safe connection to one of Lonaconing’s
best features and could become a major attraction along the proposed
George’s Creek Rail Trail

Project Constraints:

o Traffic pattern change
« Existing railway is currently in works to be operable

Funding Opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
 Bicycle Retrofit Program

« National Recreational Trails Program

o Program Open Space

o Community Parks and Playgrounds Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Allegany County
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Sy o b i | Project Feasibility:
A 47 okl « #3 Pre-Feasibility
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y Project Elements:

 Signage and striping of a designated crosswalk that would connect
the schools to the George’s Creek Rail Trail

 Traffic calming efforts can be applied before vehicles arrive to the
crosswalk to promote further safety

« Development of a safe access point from the neighborhood to the
school

 This allows a single crossing for students and faculty to use when
utilizing the rail trail to arrive and depart the school

Project Constraints:

o Due to current RR plans, creating a crosswalk to the school faces the
challenge of getting children across the railway as well
 Existing railway is currently in works to be operable

AWestmar A, &
MiddlelSchoo!ey
e

Funding Opportunities

Proposed Trail

« Safe Routes to School
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program

o Sidewalk Retrofit Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Proposed Crosswalk
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Project Focus:

« Utilizing an existing railway (currently not in use) to create a Rail Trail
from the GAP Trail in Frostburg to Westernport creating economic
benefit for the 13,000+ residents (census 2010) along the proposed
Trail

- U
I\/hd\')la'ndn

L=

Project Feasibility:
o # 3 Pre-Feasibility

1

. +Eonaconing
Project Elements: SRS AR
« Removal of rail or creation of trail alongside the existing railway
« Upgraded rail trestles along the Corridor
« Proper signage for road crossing sections of the Corridor
 Sharrows and signage for sections along MD 936 and MD 36

o Delineation of Trailhead’s near Frostburg and Westernport

George’s Creek Corridor

Project Constraints:

« Existing railway is currently in works to be operable
o Must work with Landowners for any adjacent trail construction

Funding Opportunities

« Bicycle Retrofit Program
 National Recreational Trails Program

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Dan’s Mountain

8

Project Focus:

« Connecting Dan’s Mountain State Park to the popular Dan’s Rock
Overlook Park via a hiking/biking trail

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

o Adding an amenity to the proposed George’s Creek Rail Trail by a
proposed share the road to Dan’s Mountain State Park day use area

 Creating a connection between Dan’s Mountain State Park day use
area and the Dan’s Rock overlook with a trail following the ridge

» Approximately 4 miles long

o Elevation 2,700’+/-

Project Constraints:

o On-road bikeway leading to Dan’s Mountain is steep and narrow
bikers would need to be aware of safety situation
o Further studies are needed with DNR to create trail in State Park

Funding Opportunities

 Bicycle Retrofit Program

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
e Program Open Space

« Community Parks and Playgrounds Program

» National Recreational Trails Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Georges Creek Corridor




Potomac River Greenway

Potomac River Greenway

The Potomac River Greenway plays a vital role in the Allegany
County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. With its completion,
residents in the lower part of the county along with many West
Virginians would have access to the vastamount of great recreational
opportunities throughout Allegany County. Not only does this bring
more people to the current successful Great Allegheny Passage and
the C&O Canal, but this corridor offers a 60 mile loop trail around
the western part of the County. The Potomac River Greenway is a
large portion of this loop trail. Imagine the economic benefit as well
as the opportunity to become one of the largest loop trails in the
state.

As with the previous section, the map to the left provides locations
of particular projects that we will discuss in the following pages.
These projects differ in scale and viability. Each project is given a
feasibility assessment defined by the following.

#1 Preliminary Design: These projects are considered practical and
provide desirable community connections. Estimated project cost
will also be provided.

#2 Concept: Project provides conceptual connections to the current
network. These projects need further planning and investigation.
Project constraints will be listed.

County. Project constraints will be listed.

Located on the map are project markers with page numbers to
tfurther explain the project areas, and how they play their role in the
overall plan.
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Potomac River Greenway

Project Focus:

o The proposed Potomac River Greenway would connect many municipalities
to the Historic C&O Canal Towpath and also could become a integral part
of a loop trail depending on the outcome of the George’s Creek Corridor

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

 Starting at Westernport and heading east, approximately three of the five
mile distance will need to have the trail elevated above Rt 135 on the existing

hillside to provide safe route through mountainous terrain

« Once out of the undulating terrain, the trail can then move close to the north
side of Rt 135 and parallel the road until it reaches the town of McCoole.

» The Potomac River Greenway will allow the residents in the George’s Creek
Valley to access Keyser and Potomac State College on foot or bicycle

e Once completed the Potomac River Greenway and the possible George’s
Creek Greenway would provide trail users a 60 mile loop trail that connects

to the existing GAP and C&O Canal
Project Constraints:

o Upgrading trestles along the abandoned Western Maryland Railway

« Working with ATK security to allow for trail near their facility
« Landowners cooperation along the abandoned Western Maryland
Railway

Funding Opportunities

« Health Grants
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
 National Recreational Trails Program
 Bicycle Retrofit Program

See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Potomac River Greenway



Project Focus:

« Future study to connect the towns of Bloomington, Luke and Westernport
to McCoole and Keyser, WV. This study would also provide a 60 mile loop

trail connecting to the GAP and the proposed George’s Creek Greenway.

Project Feasibility:
« #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

« Starting at Westernport and heading east, approximately three of the five
mile distance will need to have the trail elevated above route Rt 135 on the
existing hillside and provide a safe route through the mountainous terrain

« Once out of the undulating terrain, the trail can then move close to the
north side of 135 and parallel the road until it reaches the town of McCoole.

 The study will need to take into account the terrain, mountain cuts on Rt
135, businesses and private residences

o This section will allow for a connection for the residents in the George’s
Creek Valley to access Keyser and Potomac State College on foot or Bicycle

« Once competed this section will also connect the proposed Georges Creek
Rail Trail to the proposed Western Maryland Rail Trail at the start of
Keyser, creating a loop trail of approximately 60 miles long

Potomac River Greenway

Project Constraints:

o On-road bikeway along MD 135 could prove to be dangerous
o Traversing the exisitng terrain above MD 135 could be strenuous
o Private landowners, alignment, and floodplain

Funding Opportunities

« Health Grants
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
« National Recreational Trails Program
« Bicycle Retrofit Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Keyser / McCoole

Project Focus:

o A share-the-road/bike lane trail which will link Keyser, WV to the
proposed Trailhead in McCoole, MD

Project Feasibility:
o # 3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

o Utilizing US 220 to add a bike lane/share-the-road path to connect
McCoole to Keyser.

o This connection would allow for a safe bike and pedestrian
connection to the proposed Potomac River Greenway (study
buffer)

o This Trailhead will serve as a starting point for the Potomac River
Greenway that will travel north to Carpendale, WV where it will
go through the tunnel, over the Potomac River and connect to the
C&O Canal Towpath

« Parking area along trail to provide a opportunity for patrons that
don't live within walking distance a safe access point to the Potomac
River Greenway

Project Constraints:

o Cooperation with WV DOT and landowners
o Trailhead depends on the outcome of the proposed study buffers

Funding Opportunities

« Bicycle Retrofit Program
 National Recreational Trails Program

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Potomac River Greenway



Potomac River Greenway

Project Focus:

o A share-the-road/bike lane trail which will connect Cresaptown
and Pinto to the Proposed Potomac River Greenway

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

Project Elements:

o Connecting the neighborhoods along Winchester Rd east of
Cresaptown down to the proposed Potomac River Greenway

o Utilizing US 220 to add a bike lane/share-the-road path to connect
Cresaptown to Pinto and down to Western Maryland Rail Trail

» Proposed Western Maryland Rail Trail to Carpendale where it ties
into existing trail to connect to the C & O Historic Canal Trail

Project Constraints:

« Landowners cooperation along US 220
« Alignment of trail and bike lane

Funding Opportunities

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Program
 Bicycle Retrofit Program

 National Recreation Trails Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

Pinto / Cresaptown
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Eastern Allegany County

Eastern Allegany County provides a beautiful and unique escape in
the county. Currently most of the county’s trails are located in the
eastern side of the county providing a scenic recreational experience.
For the most part, many people tend to explore the historic C&O
Canal along the south eastern portion of the county. In this section
we highlight some projects that would play off the existing success
of the C&O Canal. These projects offer current C&O Trail users with
an alternative recreational opportunity. This can range from scenic
overlooks to full loop trails like the proposed Oldtown loop trail
discussed in this section. The future success of these proposed trails
would involve properly marked trails and providing information
kiosk throughout the existing trail network.

As with the previous section, the map to the left provides locations
of particular projects that we will discuss in the following pages.
These projects differ in scale and viability. Each project is given a
feasibility assessment defined by the following.

#1 Preliminary Design: These projects are considered practical and
provide desirable community connections. Estimated project cost
will also be provided.

#2 Concept: Project provides conceptual connections to the current
network. These projects need further planning and investigation.
Project constraints will be listed.

#3 Pre-Feasibility: These big picture projects, defined by a study
buffer, need further planning and feasibility studies, but provide
the road map to connect the future trails and bikeways in Allegany
County. Project constraints will be listed.

Located on the map are project markers with page numbers to
further explain the project areas, and how they play their role in the
overall plan.

Eastern Allegany County
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Project Focus:

» Connecting the town to Flintstone to the Elementary School and the

r, o SONR
-

Town Park i\
Project Feasibility: el K ‘, X3
2 o #1 Preliminary Design .\ F”ntSt_Oné |l Q‘!‘”
S 3 : . CommunityiRarik ‘
S Project Cost Estimate: | i
S - 900k -990k
= Project Elements:
§° « Connecting the school to the tennis and basketball courts via the
) existing crosswalk.
':): » A sidewalk on the north side of RT 144 which links to an existing
s sidewalk on the bridge over Flinstone Creek and continues north
S on Murleys Branch Rd to the intersection of Flintstone Dr. At this
< point there is a crosswalk and then continuation of a sidewalk on L
oS the southern side of Flinstone Dr to the town park.

\\ \\'_\\ R X
ExistingiViemoria =
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o There are proposed bike lanes on both sides of the road on
Flintstone Dr and Murleys Branch Rd which will stop at the Rt 144
Murleys Branch Rd intersection

» An additional sidewalk will continue on the south side of Rt 144 for
.30 miles to create a safe route to the school and park

Project Constraints:

« Landowners along US 144
« Alignment of trail and bike lane

Funding Opportunities

« Safe Routes to School
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
« Bicycle Retrofit Program

o Sidewalk Retrofit Program
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Project Focus:
A | « Connecting the C&O Canal Towpath to West Virginia and back to
Y ; R e Maryland utilizing an abandoned rail line.
2 Overlook 7 ot S . oL o1
. ; . Project Feasibility:
-2 % a - ’ % 3,
rir 2 f" : B s o % o # 3 Pre-Feasibility
i /%/Iliestle | St ey f = Project Elements:
’,' «’r{t S Gk j 5 o Connecting to the C&O Canal Towpath and crossing over Rt 51
3 i/ : s N ?_»}_ and then the Potomac River to reach a peninsula in WV at the Paw
7 g TEWTR 3 X G Paw Bends.
,/ : 3 N x “.,;"l"g? : % « Crossing the WV peninsula on an abandoned rail grade through a
% lrestl RS e oy % hardwood forest and then cross a second trestle over the Potomac
o Trestle 3 L Dy
o / “ Y S S%;@} River to a protected tunnel which is home to the little brown eared
| i, i ,' B ¥ TR e bat. This area creates a destination as well as an opportunity to
e : &7 - Bae TN ‘9 educate the users on the history of the rail, tunnel and the bats.
Possih le : | A hiking/mountain biking tail will climb the hillside to an overlook
E : £ 2 with views to the south across WV and MD
Vens Space N F >

o The trail continues as a mountain biking trail until it again reaches
the C&O Rail Trail North of the Paw Paw Tunnel.

Project Constraints:
o Partnership with WV and NPS would need to be cultivated
Funding Opportunities

« National Recreational Trails Program
« Maryland Scenic Byways Program

o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project
See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs

- Mefemel

Existing Trails
Proposed Trails

C & O Historic Trail

1,500 750 O 1,500 Feet
I I N

Paw Paw Bends

Eastern Allegany County
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Project Focus:

« Connecting Oldtown with the Boy Scouts of America Camp, Warrior
Mountain WMA and Green Ridge State Forest. Approximately a 26
mile loop

Project Feasibility:
o #3 Pre-Feasibility

\Walilior Nloun'tain

WIMAS TS
.
(] ,\ GreenlRidge
-

Project Elements: Statelkorest

« Connecting Oldtown to the BSA Camp following Seven Springs Run

o Connecting BSA Camp and Warrior Mountain WMA primarily
following Seven Springs Run to the top of Warrior Mountain and
continuing along the ridge for approximately 3 miles until reaching
Spanish Leather Rd. The trail then follows Spanish Leather Rd east
(downhill) to Oliver Beltz Rd. Continue downhill in a southeast
direction until reaching Warrior Mountain Cutoftf Rd which you
follow south for approximately half a mile. At this point the trail
follows the natural drainage of Sugar Hollow until reaching Town
Creek. The trail parallels Town Creek for approximately 5 miles. The
trail is now at the base of the Green Ridge State Forest property where
it then climbs the ridge on a series of switchbacks to join the existing
trails of Green Ridge State Forest.

« From this point of the ridge it is approximately 4 miles south to the
Town Creek Aqueduct Trailhead on the C&O Canal Towpath and
then another 4 miles back to Oldtown.

L5
l[elErostbling y)

( f

'51] oA
BSAXGamp

s
25

\
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Eastern Allegany County

eIPawiRPaw;
_>

Vanyland

West\Virginia @ldtewin

Vianyland

West\Virginia

Project Constraints:

e Private Landowners

 Partnership with NPS, MD Forest Service and Boy Scouts ' Existing Trails
Funding Opportunities Proposed Trails
C&O Historical Park
 National Recreational Trails Program
o TEP - Transportation Enhancement Project _ 1 Miles
e Maryland Scenic Byways Program BN N

See page 48 & 49 for information about funding programs
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Protected Blcyczggm

Share ﬂ Road ", -

Painted';Bike

—
Lane

Bicycle Facilities

Bike Lanes - an on-street right-of-way assigned to bicyclists. They are
designated by a lane stripe, pavement markings, and signage. Striped bicycle
lanes are intended to promote an orderly flow of traffic by establishing
specific areas reserved for bicyclists. Typically, the solid stripe of the bicycle
lane is either dropped or dashed prior to and through intersections, to allow
for both cyclists and motorist turning movements.

Protected Bike Lane - This is a bike lane that is separated from motorized
vehicle traffic by a row of parked cars, a curb, or some other physical
separation.

Multi-use Path - Multi-use paths are paths that are physically separated
from motorized vehicle traffic by an open space or barrier. Multi-use paths
can be located within the road right-of way, within an independent right-
of-way, or accommodated in another way such as within parkland. They are
shared by multiple users including pedestrians, skaters, wheel chair users,
and bicyclists.

The surface type is a critical component of multi-use paths. Generally, two
types of surface treatments are used: crusher fines or hard surface pavement.
Although crusher fines can make a reasonable surface in good conditions,
it is not suitable for all applications. Depending on the anticipated use and
its location, one surface treatment may prove to be preferred over the other.

Sidewalks - Sidewalks may be useful as bicycle facilities when road right
of way is restricted, road has heavy traffic, high speeds, or high volumes of
trucks. Bicyclists should not exceed 10 mph and should travel in direction
of vehicle traffic.

Shared Roadway - This is any roadway upon which a bicycle lane is not
designated, is not a bicycle boulevard, and that may be legally used by
bicyclists regardless of whether such a facility is specifically designated as a
bicycle route. Shared roadways can be described in three ways: shared lane,

wide curb lane, and paved shoulder.
SOURCE connecting cedar park (5-2)

Bicycle Facilities
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Painted Bicycle Lane

Properly marked lanes and
signage provides cyclists safe
passage along roadway.

Vegetated buffer area makes for a safer,
more comfortable pedestrian experience

Cyclists will travel with direction of
vehicular traffic.
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Filling the lane completely
creates visual contrast that
reinforces the separation of
uses.

— ]
|«— 6-8 ——| Buffer Area

Sidewalk

Vehicular R.O.W.

<«—— 5’min —»

Bike Lane

Bike lanes should be
between active traffic
lane and shoulder of
road.
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If budget and space
constraints allow,
creating a bike lane
that is physically
separated from
vehicular flow is
the ideal option.

Protected Bicycle Lane

Bike  lanes  physically
separated from flow of
vehicular traffic create the
safest most comfortable
environment for cyclists.

Creating a bike lane

between the parallel

parking lane and the

sidewalk creates a visual - -
and physical separation
from vehicular traffic.
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Cyclists will travel with
direction vehicular
traffic unless lane is
otherwise marked.

- Placing plastic delineators

" between cars and bike lane
is another way to visually
reinforce the separation.

|
Buffer Area
[ Min. 67 S Vehicular R.O.W.

«— 6-8§ —>| , o
Sidewalk | Bﬂs(emﬁ:n R | Physical barrier is not
limited to planting buffer

shown in detail.
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Often times, especially in
rural areas, the most feasible
option for creating bicycle
access is to  designate a
roadway “Share the Road” .
When a road is designated as Sha]_‘e the R()ad
such, cyclists and motorists
have equal access and right
to use the road.

Rules of share the road: . S
Drivers must always maintain minimum

- Same laws that apply to motorists apply to of 3’ buffer between vehicle and cyclist

8 cyclists.
§ - Obey all traffic control devices.
=~ - Use hand signals to indicate stops and turns If shoulder of a min. 4" exists, cyclists
.ﬁ to other users. should ride between rumble strip and
A3 - Wear a helmet. edge of pavement.
"S - Always ride on right in same direction as
§.‘ traffic.
- Use furthest right lane that heads to your
= destination. : : SHARE

- Ride in straight line. THE ROAD

- Wear brightly colored clothing that provides
contrast.

Ensuring proper marking and
signage on a designated road is |« 3’ min.»
imperative to both the cyclists’
and motorists’ safety and full
understanding of their traveling

5 .
1 _—
environment. 14" min.

Traffic lanes should be at lease 14’ wide
(including shoulder) to accommodate
cyclists.




Allegany County
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

a3
¥

Mixed-Use Trail

Y

Swale on up hill side

18”|<— 10, —>| 18»

___———— max. 2% cross slope

Trail amenities (water fountains
etc.) on downhill side of trail.

-
gt 4

It is important that multi-use trails are physically separated from
motorized vehicle traffic by an open space or barrier. They can
be located within the road right of way, an independent right of
way, or accommodated by other means such as in a park. They are
shared by multiple users which makes them an attractive option as
a main pedestrian thoroughfare.

Because multi-use trails are
typically heavily used so the
material chosen should be
long lasting with relatively
low maintenance. Signage

indicating right of way -d SR B

and street crossing should - :
be implemented to ensure
pedestrian safety.

Mixed-Use Trail



Trail Design

Physical and Chemical Characteristics
of Crusher Fines

Crusher fines are not to be confused with gravel, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>