
       July 23, 2020 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner 
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; County Administrator Jason M. Bennett; and County Attorney T. Lee 
Beeman, Jr.  The following business was transacted: 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.  
 
Before proceeding, Commissioner Shade explained that Commissioner Caporale was not 

able to be present at this evening’s meeting because he was out of town.  
 

MOTION  
There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda. 

 
MOTION  

Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner  
Shade, and Motion carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the July 9, 2020, public 
business meeting. 

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 1 – Code Home Rule Bill 1-20 – Introduction – “County Code Chapter 360, Part 4 Zoning 
Banquet/Assembly Hall Text Amendment – Amy C. Stonebreaker, Planner, explained that she was 
present on behalf of the Department of Planning & Growth to introduce Code Home Rule Bill 1-20.  
Mrs. Stonebreaker presented background and information regarding this Code Home Rule Bill, a 
Zoning Code text amendment, as set forth on the Staff Report on the subject submitted by Angie 
Patterson dated May 15, 2020, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  
She announced that Public Hearing on the Bill would be held in the Commissioners Meeting Room 
100 on Thursday, July 27, 2020.  Mrs. Stonebreaker concluded her presentation of Item 1 by 
asking the Commissioners if they had any questions.   
 
Commissioner Brodie asked if a Motion was needed to introduce Code Home Rule Bill 1-20.  
County Attorney Lee Beeman said that a Motion was not necessary for introduction of the Bill.  The 
Commissioners had no additional questions.  
 
Item 2 – Ratification of Labor Management Agreement with Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 
#144 Allegany County Sheriff’s Office – Correctional Division – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve the final Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County and 
the Sheriff’s Correctional Division, FOP Lodge #144 – T. Lee Beeman, Jr., County Attorney, asked 
the Board of County Commissioners to take action to approve and ratify the Labor-Management 
Agreement for the Sheriff’s Office – Correctional Division, with FOP Lodge # 144. 
 
Commissioner Shade thanked Attorney Beeman for his work in the negotiations for the 
Correctional Officers Agreement.  
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Shade, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the Board of 
County Commissioners approved the final Labor Management Agreement between Allegany 
County and the Sheriff’s Correctional Division, FOP Lodge #144. 
 
Item 3 – Frostburg State University COVID-19 Testing Program – Board of County 
Commissioners to authorize the County Administrator to advertise to accept bids for 200 COVID-19 
tests to be administered to Frostburg State University Students and Faculty for seven consecutive 
weeks commencing on August 10, 2020. This will assist Frostburg State University in re-opening 
and will be paid for with Federal CARES funding – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, County Administrator, 
asked the Commissioners’ permission to put out to bid 200 COVID-19 tests to be administered to 
Frostburg State University students, faculty, and staff as they come back to campus.  Mr. Bennett 
provided background and information for this request, as set forth on his Staff Report on the 
subject dated July 20, 2020, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.   
 
Commissioner Brodie moved that the Board of County Commissioners authorize the County 
Administrator to advertise to accept bids for 200 COVID-19 tests to be administered to Frostburg 
State University Students and Faculty for seven consecutive weeks commencing on August 10, 
2020, to assist Frostburg State University in re-opening and to be paid for with Federal CARES 
funding.  Commissioner Shade seconded the Motion.  Motion carried to approve and authorize the 
advertisement for bids. 
 
Item 4 – City of Frostburg Enhancement Program Loan Forgiveness – Board of County 
Commissioners to authorize the forgiveness of an $80,000 loan given to the City of Frostburg for 
acquisition of the former Au Petit restaurant.  These funds will be utilized for the Center Street 



Project to ensure its completion – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, County Administrator, presented 
background and information on this Item, a request for the Commissioners to forgive an $80,000 
loan made to the City of Frostburg, as set forth on his Staff Report on the subject dated July 20, 
2020.  A copy of this Staff Report is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Shade, and duly carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners authorized the forgiveness of an $80,000 loan given to the 
City of Frostburg for acquisition of the former Au Petit restaurant, with these funds to be utilized for 
the Center Street Project to ensure its completion. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

 
Before action was taken by the Commissioners on the Consent Agenda, County Attorney Lee 
Beeman offered some clarification on Item 8 – Rural Broadband Expansion Contract Approval.  
Attorney Beeman explained that this is an expansion of the current contract that the County has 
with CONXX to help administer Allconet and rural broadband projects.  He pointed out that it is not 
subject to bidding. The Commissioners and County Administrator Bennett commented on the great 
need for this project.  
 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Shade, and Motion carried, the 
Board of County Commissioners adopted the Consent Agenda as recommended by the County 
Administrator. 
 
Item 5 – Allegany County Department of Social Services Board Appointments – Board of 
County Commissioners approved the re-appointments of Kati Kenney, Mark Farris, and Brianna 
LaVorgna as members of the Allegany County Department of Social Services Board. Their terms 
will expire June 30, 2023. 
 
Item 6 – Gun Violence Reduction Grant – Board of County Commissioners authorized the 
Sheriff’s Office to accept funding from the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention in 
accordance with the STOP Gun Violence Reduction Grant – Cease Fire Council, in the amount of 
$13,000. The main focus of this program is to target hot spots in the county through increased 
surveillance and targeted crackdowns based on credible intelligence information. 
 
Item 7 – Property and Casualty Insurance Renewal – Board of County Commissioners 
approved and authorized the President to sign an agreement with Travelers Insurance to renew 
Allegany County’s Property and Casualty coverage for Fiscal Year 2021. 
 
Item 8 – Rural Broadband Expansion Contract Approval – Board of County Commissioners 
approved a quote of $345,073 from CONXX for Rural Broadband expansion in the Ellerslie and 
Flintstone areas.  Partial funding for this project comes from a Department of Housing and 
Community Development grant through the Governor’s Office of Rural Broadband as approved in 
October 2019. 
 
County Administrator Jason Bennett had no further comments to make at this evening’s 
meeting.  He wished County Attorney Beeman a Happy Birthday.  
 
County Attorney Lee Beeman had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.  
 
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition – 
 
Commissioner Creade Brodie acknowledged Captain Dan Lasher of the Allegany County 
Detention Center, present in the audience at this meeting, and thanked Captain Lasher for his 
efforts in contract negotiations for the Detention Center.  Commissioner Brodie then also 
recognized Mr. Jimmy Pyles, Director of Emergency Services for Allegany County, and thanked 
him for all he does for the County. 
 
Commissioner Jacob Shade acknowledged Human Resources Director Kristi Liller and Public 
Information Officer Bretta Reinhard, also present at this evening’s meeting.    
 
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet –  
 
Mr. Kenneth Wilmont, of 513 Fort Avenue, Cumberland, said that first he wanted to pay his 
respects to Mr. Rudd (former County Attorney William Rudd), saying that he missed him, and 
commenting that he was a nice guy and a real asset to the County.  
 
 
 



Mr. Wilmont then addressed the issue of a request made at a previous Commissioners’ meeting by 
Mrs. Carmen Jackson for erection of a statue and a plaque, saying that he was not in favor of that 
request or of any request for a statue or monument.  He also discussed the ongoing protests and 
violence in the country and said that it is “time for the nonsense to stop”.  
 
Commissioner Jacob Shade then provided an update on the CARES Act funding distribution, 
reporting that $1,055,538 has been awarded to 219 small businesses, and another $299,965 
awarded to 29 hotels and motels (basically, any business that paid hotel/motel tax and was current 
on those tax payments).  Commissioner Shade summarized that the County has put $1,355,503 
right back out into local businesses, moving as quickly as possible.  He invited any business that 
hasn’t yet applied for this funding to do so.  
 
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –  
 
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, August 6, 2020, 5:00 p.m.        
 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 5:15 p.m.   

 
 
 
     __________________________ 

      Jacob C. Shade, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 
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