
       June 11, 2020 
 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner 
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; Interim County Administrator Jason M. 
Bennett; and County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr.  The following business was transacted: 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present at this meeting.  
 
The meeting was again available to the public by livestream only.  
 

MOTION  
At Commissioner Shade’s request, and without objection, Item 5A – Sale of 11.217 acres of 

land in Riverside Industrial Park to Manticorp, LLC, for the purchase price of $383,584.00.   
 
There were no further additions or deletions to the Agenda. 

 
MOTION  

Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner  
Caporale, and Motion carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the May 28, 2020, 
public business meeting. 
 

PRESENTATION 
Item 1 – Elder Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation – Courtney Thomas-Winterberg, 
Director, Allegany County Department of Social Services.  Commissioner Shade read an official 
Proclamation of the month of June 2020 as Elder Abuse Awareness Month in Allegany County.   
 

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 2 – Contract with CONXX for Emergency Upgrades to Allconet to Expand Capacity for 
COVID 19 Response – Board of County Commissioners to approve a $269,700 contract with 
CONXX to provide expanded service to existing towers to increase both speed and access with 
funding to be provided by the CARES Act – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, County Administrator, and T. 
Lee Beeman, Esq., County Attorney.  County Administrator Jason M. Bennett presented 
background and information regarding this Item, as set forth on his staff report on the subject dated 
June 8, 2020, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  Mr. Bennett asked 
the Commissioners for their approval of the Contract with CONXX for Emergency Upgrades to 
Allconet to Expand Capacity for COVID 19 Response.   
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and duly 
carried, the Board of County Commissioners unanimously approved a $269,700 contract with 
CONXX to provide expanded service to existing towers to increase both speed and access with 
funding to be provided by the CARES Act. 
 
Item 3 – Proposed Sale of Acreage to the State of Maryland – Board of County Commissioners 
to approve the sale of a 329.7-acre parcel located at Dan’s Mountain Road near McCoole that the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources Wildlife and Heritage Service is interested in 
purchasing to enhance outdoor recreation opportunities, increase public access to the Wildlife 
Management Area, and provide improved opportunity to quickly respond to wildfire emergencies 
and other management issues on the WMA – Jennifer M. Walsh, Esq., Geppert, McMullen, Paye 
and Getty, explained that she was present on behalf of one of her clients, seeking approval for sale 
of property to the State of Maryland.  She explained that the property is a 329.7-acre parcel located 
on the McCoole side of Dan’s Mountain, and talked about the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources’ interest in the property because it enhances outdoor recreational opportunities, 
increases public access to this part of the Wildlife Management Area, and also provides an 
opportunity to quickly respond to wildfire emergencies in that area.  She also presented a survey of 
the property.  
 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Shade, and seconded by Commissioner Caporale, the Board of 
County Commissioners, by a vote of two to one, approved the sale of a 329.7-acre parcel located 
at Dan’s Mountain Road near McCoole.  
 
VOTE:   
 
Commissioner Caporale: Approve 
Commissioner Brodie:  Oppose 
Commissioner Shade: Approve  
 



Item 4 – Enacting Reforms Regarding Beijing’s Conduct and Actions During the COVID-19 
Pandemic –  Board of County Commissioners to send a letter to the Maryland State Retirement 
and Pension Board, regarding technology, bid process preferences addendum, and expressing 
support for the people of Hong Kong – Jacob C. Shade, President, Board of Commissioners, read 
a letter into the record.  A copy of this letter is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  He 
also read a list of four proposals attached to the letter, which is also attached to and made a part of 
these Minutes.  He asked the Commissioners for their approval to send a letter to the Maryland 
State Pension Board asking them to review their practice of having two Chinese companies in their 
top ten holdings in their portfolio, as well as the other three proposals.   

Commissioner Brodie moved that the Board of County Commissioners approve, sign and send a 
letter to the Maryland State Retirement and Pension Board, regarding technology, bid process 
preferences addendum, and expressing support for the people of Hong Kong.  Commissioner 
Caporale seconded the Motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Shade, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners adopted the Consent Agenda as recommended by the County 
Administrator. 
 
Item 5 – Resolution 20-6 Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application for COVID Funding – 
Board of County Commissioners approved Resolutions 20-6 authorizing the signing and 
submission of an application for Community Block Grant funds awarded through the federal 
CARES Act in an amount up to  $1,000,000 for projects listed in the application, and  authorize the 
President to sign the CDBG Grant Agreement. 
 
Item 5A – Proposed Sale of 11.217 acres of land in Riverside Industrial Park to Manticorp, 
LLC, for the purchase price of $383,584.00.  Board of County Commissioners approved the sale 
of 11.217 acres of land and the improvements thereon to Manticorp, LLC, for the amount of 
$383,584, to include the reclamation of the land, and authorized the President to sign two real 
estate sales contracts and a promissory note.  

Item 6 – Resolution 20-7 – Keep Allegany Beautiful Affiliate for Allegany County – Board of 
County Commissioners approved Resolution 20-7 establishing the Keep Allegany Beautiful Board 
as a Keep America Beautiful Affiliate for Allegany County. 
 
Item 7 – Resolution 20-8 – Fiscal Year 2021 Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation 
Easement Applications – Board of County Commissioners approved Resolution 20-8 with the 
submission of a list of candidates for Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Easements for the 
proposed sale of development rights to the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation. 
 
Item 8 – Memorandum of Agreement for George’s Creek Multi-Stream Sealing Project 
Design with the State of Maryland – Board of County Commissioners authorized the President of 
the County Commissioners to execute the MOA between Allegany County and the State of 
Maryland and proceed with development and advertisement for request for proposals for the 
George’s Creek Multi-Stream Sealing Project. 
 
Item 9 – Fiscal Year 2021 Program Open Space Annual Plan – Board of County Commissioners 
approved the proposed Program Open Space projects for Fiscal Year 2021. 
 
Item 10 – Appalachian Regional Commission Grant Agreement – Board of County 
Commissioners authorized the County Administrator to execute the ARC Grant Agreement for 
$200,000 and initiate Requests for Bids for a Mitsubishi FX20 Wire Electrical Discharge Machine, 
and a Mitsubishi EX8 Computer Numerical Control Sinker Electrical Discharge Machine. 
 
Item 11 – Allegany County Grants Policy – Board of County Commissioners approved and 
adopted a County Grants Policy to promote stability and continuity in our financial practices. This 
policy will define the framework for grant and grant management that supports the county’s goals 
for fiscal responsibility, and ensure compliance from all departments and divisions within Allegany 
County Government. 
 
Item 12 – Emergency Broadband Education Assistance Grant – Board of County 
Commissioners authorized the County Administrator to execute the Department of Housing and 
Community Development, Office of Rural Broadband, Emergency Broadband Education 
Assistance Grant Agreement to request an estimated $50,000 in funding to support Allegany 
County Public Schools in providing broadband to designated low-income housing units in 
Frostburg and Cumberland.  



 
Item 13 – Service Agreement First Amendment with UPMC Western Maryland Corporation – 
Board of County Commissioners approved a three-month extension to the Service Agreement with 
UPMC Western Maryland Corporation. 
 
Item 14 – First Amendment to The Greater Cumberland Raceway Lease Agreement – Board 
of County Commissioners approved the first amendment to the lease agreement with The Greater 
Cumberland Raceway to allow limited racing activities due to COVID-19. 
 
Item 15 – Bid Award for Emulsified Asphalt – Board of County Commissioners awarded the 
purchase of emulsified asphalt for use by the Department of Public Works County Roads Division 
from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 to Hammaker East, Ltd., Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in 
the amount of $1.94 per gallon (July 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020) and $1.94 per gallon (April 1, 
2021 to June 30, 2021) for CRS2-PM. 
 
Item 16 – Bid Award for Delivered Cleaned-Washed Crushed Stone – Board of County 
Commissioners awarded the purchase of delivered cleaned-washed crushed stone for use by the 
Department of Public Works Roads Division from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021, to Allegany 
Aggregates, Cumberland, Maryland, in the amount of $266,950.85. 
 
Item 17 – 2020 Polish Mountain Hill Climb – Sports Car Event – Board of County 
Commissioners provided a letter of authorization for the Polish Mountain Hill Climb planned for 
August 1 and 2, 2020. The Western Maryland Chapter Washington, DC Region of the Sports Car 
Club of America (WDCR-SCCA) has presented a plan to partner with the Flintstone Volunteer Fire 
Company to support this unique motorsport activity. 
 
Item 18 – Ratification of Labor Management Agreement with FOP Lodge #144 Allegany 
County Sheriff’s Patrol and Judicial Division – Board of County Commissioners approved the 
final Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County and the Sheriff’s Road Patrol, and 
Judicial Division 
FOP Lodge #144.  
 
County Administrator Jason M. Bennett had no further comments to offer at this evening’s 
meeting.  
 
County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr., had no further comments to offer at this evening’s meeting.  
  
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition – 
 
Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr. expressed his appreciation for the upgrade to the sound 
system.  He encouraged everyone to stay safe and enjoy what the Governor has reopened.  
 
Commissioner David J. Caporale had no further comments to offer at this evening’s meeting, 
other than being glad about things getting back to normal.  
 
Commissioner Jacob C. Shade remarked on how the community has remained united.  He 
mentioned the many thank-you letters the Commissioners received for COVID relief funds sent out. 
He added that there is still money available for businesses which have not yet applied for 
assistance.  
  
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings – 
 
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, June, 25, 2020, 5:00 p.m.     
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:20 p.m.   

 
 
     __________________________ 

      Jacob C. Shade, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 
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