
       May 28, 2020 
 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner 
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator (outgoing) Brandon 
S. Butler; Interim (to be appointed this evening) County Administrator Jason Bennett; and County 
Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr.  The following business was transacted: 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present at this meeting.  
 

MOTION  
There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda. 

 
MOTION  

Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner  
Caporale, and Motion carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the May 7, 2020, public 
business meeting. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Item 1 – Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Hearings – The Allegany County Commissioners will 
obtain the views of citizens on community development, economic development, and housing 
needs, and offer citizens the opportunity to review the application for funds awarded through the 
federal CARES Act for coronavirus prevention, preparation, and response in Allegany County – 
David K. Nedved, Economic & Community Development Representative, thanked the 
Commissioners for setting the CDBG Public Hearings for this evening, and he informed them that 
he has received no comments on the draft application for CDBG funding.  He explained that 
holding a public hearing is a requirement for the application, to provide an opportunity for anyone 
interested to present ideas for economic development, community development, and housing 
needs, and also for virus prevention, preparation, and response.   
 
Mr. Nedved reported that special CDBG funding would be available through the CARES Program 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, for uses such as senior services, food programs, homeless 
assistance, rental assistance, rural health centers, services for disabled adults, and other essential 
services. He explained that the County would make application for the funds on behalf of Allegany 
County HRDC.  
 
Next, Mr. Nedved confirmed that the appropriate notice was advertised in the local newspaper, and 
he added that five pages of background information regarding the application and funding would be 
available on the County’s website.  
 
The draft application was available for the public to review and to provide comments on Tuesday, 
May 26, 2020, until Monday, June 1, 2020, during normal business hours at the Allegany County 
Department of Economic and Community Development, 701 Kelly Road, Suite 400, Cumberland, 
Maryland, by appointment, or by e-mail, contacting David Nedved at 240-727-2787 or at 
dnedved@alleganygov.org.   
 
Commissioner Brodie expressed his gratitude to CDBG and to Cindy Stone and her group, 
remarking on their importance to Allegany County and commenting on how great it is to work with 
them.  Commissioner Brodie also thanked Mr. Nedved for his efforts regarding the CDBG program.  
 
Commissioner Shade opened the Public Hearing.  No additional comments were received, and the 
hearing was officially closed.  
 
At this point in the meeting, before proceeding with the Action Agenda, Commissioner Shade 
called forward Mr. Brandon Butler, outgoing County Administrator, and the Commissioners 
presented him with a small gift in appreciation.  
 

ACTION AGENDA 
SETTING THE LEVY – Budget Actions for Fiscal Year 2021 

 
Item 2 – Budget Message – The Board of County Commissioners’ Budget Message: 
President Jacob C. Shade read into the record the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget Message, a copy of 
which is attached to and made a part of these Minutes. 
 
Item 3 – Resolution 20-5 – Enact Resolution 20-5 adopting the Fiscal Year 2021 Operating and 
Capital Budget in the amount of $141,815,560 – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, Director of Finance, 



briefly reviewed the Fiscal Year 2021 Operating and Capital Budget as presented at a previous 
Commissioners Public Meeting, and pointed out highlights of the budget.  A copy of the full Budget 
is posted on the County’s website and attached to and made a part of these Minutes by reference.  
Mr. Bennett again pointed out that the Budget is subject to changes subsequent to its adoption, 
because of the COVID-19 situation, and he walked through the Budget steps taken by the County 
this year.   
 
Commissioner Shade thanked Mr. Bennett and his staff in the Finance Department.  He also 
commented that the County is losing approximately $200,000 in tax revenue per week as a result 
of COVID-19.  
 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and duly carried, the 
Board of County Commissioners unanimously approved and passed Resolution 20-5 adopting the 
Fiscal Year 2021 Operating and Capital Budget in the amount of $141,815,560. 
 
Item 4 – Motion to Adopt the Tax Levy & Differential – Authorize the Board of County 
Commissioners to adopt the Tax Levy & Differential and authorize the Collector of Public 
Assessments of Allegany County to demand and receive from the taxables the sums indicated 
therein – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, Director of Finance, explained that this Motion will authorize the 
County to issue tax bills.  A copy of the Tax Levy and Differential is attached to and made a part of 
these Minutes. 
 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Shade, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and duly carried, the 
Board of County Commissioners unanimously adopted the Tax Levy & Differential and authorized 
the Collector of Public Assessments of Allegany County to demand and receive from the taxables 
the sums indicated therein.   
 
Item 5 – Motion to Adopt the Supplemental Levy for Special Taxing Areas – Authorize the 
Board of County Commissioners to adopt the Supplemental Levy for Special Taxing Areas and 
authorize the Collector of Public Assessments to demand and receive from the taxpayers of the 
enumerated Special Taxing Areas those rates as listed as part of the Levy – Jason M. Bennett, 
CPA, Director of Finance.  A copy of the Supplemental Levy for Special Taxing Areas is attached 
to and made a part of these Minutes. 
 
Commissioner Brodie moved that the Board of County Commissioners adopt the Supplemental 
Levy for Special Taxing Areas and authorize the Collector of Public Assessments to demand and 
receive from the taxpayers of the enumerated Special Taxing Areas those rates as listed as part of 
the Levy.  Commissioner Caporale seconded the Motion.  Motion passed unanimously to adopt 
and authorize.  
 
Item 6 – Motion to Approve and Adopt the Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Years 
2021 – 2025 – Authorize the Board of County Commissioners to approve and adopt the five-year 
Fiscal Year 2021-2025 Capital Improvement Program as presented at the May 7, 2020 public 
meeting – Daniel S. DeWitt, PE, County Engineer, asked the Commissioners to approve and adopt 
the CIP for Fiscal Years 2021-2025 as presented to the Board of County Commissioners at their 
public business meeting on May 7, 2020, subject to changes to be made later because of the 
COVID-19 situation.   Mr. DeWitt reported that no public comments have been received since the 
May 7 presentation of the CIP. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the Board 
of County Commissioners unanimously approved and adopted the five-year Fiscal Year 2021-2025 
Capital Improvement Program as presented at the May 7, 2020 public meeting. 
 
Item 7 – Motion Authorizing the Director of Finance to have the necessary Levy Documents 
published in the local newspaper and printed in the customary pamphlet form – Jason M. 
Bennett, CPA, Director of Finance. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and duly 
unanimously carried, the Board of County Commissioners authorized the Director of Finance to 
have the necessary Levy Documents published in the local newspaper and printed in the 
customary pamphlet form.   
 
Item 8 – Fiscal Year 2021 Allegany County Sanitary Commission Recommendations – Board 
of County Commissioners to approve the water and sewer rates recommended by the Allegany 
County Sanitary Commission for Fiscal Year 2021, and adopt the rates as part of the Allegany 
County Fiscal Year 2021 budget – Adam Patterson, PE, Deputy Director of Public Works, reported 
that no public comments have been received regarding the water and sewer rates recommended 
by the Allegany County Sanitary Commission for Fiscal Year 2021, as previously presented. 
 



Commissioner Brodie moved that the Board of County Commissioners approve the water and 
sewer rates recommended by the Allegany County Sanitary Commission for Fiscal Year 2021, and 
adopt the rates as part of the Allegany County Fiscal Year 2021 budget.  Commissioner Caporale 
seconded the Motion.  Motion carried unanimously to approve and adopt.   
 
Following action on Items 3 through 8, Commissioner Shade announced that the County’s Fiscal 
Year 2020-2021 has been officially adopted.  
 
Item 9 – Approval for Appointment for Interim County Administrator – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve the appointment of Jason M. Bennett, CPA, as Interim County 
Administrator of Allegany County, Maryland – Jacob C. Shade, President, thanked outgoing 
County Administrator Brandon Butler for his service during his past two years as County 
Administrator, and then commented very favorably on the pending appointment of Jason Bennett 
as Interim County Administrator. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and duly 
carried, the Board of County Commissioners unanimously approved and appointed Jason M. 
Bennett, CPA, as Interim County Administrator for Allegany County.  
 
Item 10 – Approval of Contract for the Allegany County Attorney – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve and sign the Employee Agreement for the appointment of T. Lee 
Beeman, Jr. as County Attorney of Allegany County, Maryland – Jacob C. Shade, President, asked 
the Board of County Commissioners for their approval of the Employment Agreement for the 
appointment of T. Lee Beeman, Jr., as County Attorney for Allegany County. 
 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and duly 
unanimously carried, the Board of County Commissioners approved and agreed to sign the 
Employee Agreement for the appointment of T. Lee Beeman, Jr. as County Attorney for Allegany 
County, Maryland. 
 
Item 11 – Cancellation of the 2020 Allegany County Fair and Ag Expo – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve the necessary documentation to cancel the 2020 Allegany County Fair 
and Ag Expo due to the coronavirus pandemic – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, Director of Finance – 
Jacob C. Shade, President.  Before presenting Item 11, Cancellation of the 2020 Allegany County 
Fair and Ag Expo, Mr. Bennett thanked the County Commissioners for their faith in him and for 
appointing him as Interim County Administrator.  He also thanked Mr. Butler for his service as 
County Administrator.  Mr. Bennett remarked on his great staff, as well as the County’s great 
Management Team, and said they will be very helpful to him as he takes on his new 
responsibilities as Interim Administrator.  
 
Mr. Bennett announced that the 2020 Allegany County Fair and Ag Expo needs to be cancelled.  
He explained that on May 14, 2020, the County’s 4-H activities were suspended through August 1, 
2020; that Reithoffer Shows Inc., which provides the rides at the annual Fair, is still in Florida and 
unable to travel; and that mass gatherings are still not permitted in Maryland because of the 
COVID-19 virus.  Mr. Bennett pointed out that the cancellation of the Fair is necessary at this time 
so that the entertainment contracts can be cancelled.  He told the Commissioners that the 
entertainment acts have verbally agreed to come to the Fair next year instead, and added that 
anyone who has already purchased tickets to any of the performances can either receive a refund 
or have the payment applied to tickets for next year.  
 
Commissioners Shade and Brodie both commented that the Commissioners have no choice 
regarding cancelling this year’s Fair, as the State mandates in place prevent going forward with it.  
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and duly 
carried, the Board of County Commissioners approved the necessary documentation to cancel the 
2020 Allegany County Fair and Ag Expo due to the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19).   
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners adopted the Consent Agenda as recommended by the Interim 
County Administrator. 
 
Item 12 – Potomac Highlands Airport Authority Re-Appointment – Board of County 
Commissioners re-appointed David Weimer to the Potomac Highlands Airport Authority.  His term 
will expire on June 30, 2023. 
 
 



Item 13 – 2020 to 2023 Memorandum of Understanding for Section 8 Housing and 
Rehabilitation – Board of County Commissioners authorized the President of the Board of County 
Commissioners to sign the MOU for Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher and the Section 8 
Moderate Rehabilitation; and also to sign the sub-recipient agreements with HRDC for their 
continued administration of both programs through June 30, 2023. 
 
Item 14 – American Fidelity Assurance Company Benefit Proposal – Board of County 
Commissioners approved the proposal from American Fidelity Assurance Company to implement 
an online benefits enrollment platform including employee communication and education, 
maintenance of Section 125 Plan, and various supplemental benefit offerings.   
  
Item 15 – 2020 Emergency Management Performance Grant Acceptance – Board of County 
Commissioners authorized the acceptance of the 2020 Emergency Management Performance 
Grant in the amount of $82,912.85 for reimbursement of Emergency Management program costs. 
 
Item 16 – 2020 Emergency Management Performance Grant COVID-19 Supplemental 
Program Acceptance – Board of County Commissioners authorized the acceptance of the 2020 
Emergency Management Performance Grant COVID-19 Supplemental Grant in the amount of 
$47,301.80 with up to $23,650.90 for reimbursement of COVID-19 costs as outlined by FEMA. 
 
Item 17 – New Dump Trucks for Department of Public Works Roads Division Bid Award – 
Board of County Commissioners awarded the purchase of three new dump trucks to Freightliner of 
Hagerstown, Hagerstown, Maryland, in the amount of $392,292. 
 
Item 18 – New Pickup Truck for Public Works Maintenance Department – Board of County 
Commissioners approved the purchase of one new Ford F250 pickup truck with plow and liftgate to 
Apple Ford Lincoln, in the amount of $34,900. 
 
Item 19 – Engineering Services for Variable Volume & Temperature (VVT) System 
Replacement at the Brook Building – Board of County Commissioners approved the award of an 
Engineering Services Contract to East Hills Engineering Associates, Windber, Pennsylvania, for 
the VVT system replacement at the Allegany County Health Department Brook Building, in the 
amount of $8,350. 
 
Item 20 – Bridges A-015, A-016, and A-018 Replacement Project – Laurel Run Road Contract 
No.: AC-20-BR-01 Bid Award – Board of County Commissioners authorized the Department of 
Public Works to award Contract AC-20-BR-01:  Replacement of Bridges A-015, A-016, and A-018 
– Laurelwood Run Road to the lowest responsible bidder, and authorized the President of the 
County Commissioners to sign necessary award documents and agreements to proceed to 
construction. 
 
Item 21 – Request for Tax Abatement – Board of County Commissioners authorized the 
abatement of taxes in the amount of $3,240.82. This request is for tax years 2015 to 2020 and will 
assist Archway Station, Inc., in acquiring and tearing down an abandoned property adjacent to 
their property. 
 
Interim County Administrator Jason M. Bennett had no further comments to make at this 
evening’s meeting.  
 
County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr. thanked the Commissioners for approving his contract and 
appointing him officially as County Attorney.  
 
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition – 
 
Commissioner David J. Caporale remarked that he looked forward to the next phase of 
reopening the State of Maryland.  
 
Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr. said that he hoped everyone had a good Memorial Day 
holiday. He also acknowledged Captain Dan Lasher, present at this evening’s meeting, and then 
congratulated new County Attorney Lee Beeman and Interim County Administrator Jason Bennett.  
Commissioner Brodie expressed his thanks to Mr. Brandon Butler and wished him luck in his next 
endeavor.  
 
Commissioner Jacob C. Shade reported that the COVID-19 grant fund is a success, and that the 
funds should be out the door next week, for a total of $800,000 total in funding.  Commissioner 
Shade said that funding is still available, and that the application process has been designed to be 
as simple as possible.  
 
 



 
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings – 
 
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, June 11, 2020, 5:00 p.m.        
ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:45 p.m.   

 
 
     __________________________ 

      Jacob C. Shade, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 












	5-28-2020 Minutes
	May 28, 2020
	There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda.
	MOTION
	Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner  Caporale, and Motion carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the May 7, 2020, public business meeting.

	Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –
	Commissioner David J. Caporale remarked that he looked forward to the next phase of reopening the State of Maryland.
	Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr. said that he hoped everyone had a good Memorial Day holiday. He also acknowledged Captain Dan Lasher, present at this evening’s meeting, and then congratulated new County Attorney Lee Beeman and Interim County Admini...
	Commissioner Jacob C. Shade reported that the COVID-19 grant fund is a success, and that the funds should be out the door next week, for a total of $800,000 total in funding.  Commissioner Shade said that funding is still available, and that the appli...

	Attachment to 5-28-20 Minutes - Item 2 - Budget Message
	Attachment to 5-28-20 Minutes - Item 4 - Tax Levy & Differential
	Attachment to 5-28-20 Minutes - Item 5 - Supplemental Levy for Special Taxing Areas

