
       March 26, 2020 
 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner 
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator Brandon S. Butler; 
and County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr.  The following business was transacted: 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present at this meeting.  
 
Before proceeding, Commission President Jacob Shade announced that this meeting was 

being livestreamed and that there were less than ten people present in the meeting room, with all 
of those people maintaining proper social distancing.  

 
MOTION 

Commissioner Shade presented an item to be added to this meeting’s Action Agenda:  Item 
2A – COVID-19 Business Assistance Fund. 
 
 Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and duly 
carried, the Board of County Commissioners added Item 2A – COVID-19 Business Assistance 
Fund to the Action Agenda. 

 
There were no further additions or deletions to the Agenda. 

 
MOTION  

Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and Motion 
carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the March 12, 2020, public business meeting. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Item 1 – Constant Yield Hearing – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, Director of Finance, confirmed that 
the Constant Yield Public Hearing was being held this evening, as advertised back on March 16, 
2020.  Mr. Bennett reminded the Commissioners that this Hearing is one of the “pieces of the 
puzzle” during the annual budget process.  He explained that the State calculates the tax rate the 
County would need to adopt to bring in the same amount of tax dollars as the previous year.  Mr. 
Bennett reported that this year the County has a .6 percent increase in its assessments, which he 
remarked is very small.  He pointed out that the County, as required by State law, had to publish a 
Notice of a Proposed Real Property Tax Increase, a copy of which is attached to and made a part 
of these Minutes.  Mr. Bennett discussed the information contained in the Notice.  
 
Mr. Bennett announced that this evening was the required Public Hearing on the Notice, and that 
the proposed tax rate was previously put out for public comment.  He confirmed with the 
Commissioners’ Executive Assistant Linda Simpson, present at this meeting, that no public 
comment was received.  Mr. Bennett told the Commissioners that they were entitled to comment 
on the Notice, and he added that he would also accept public comment following this evening’s 
meeting, at his email address of jbennett@alleganygov.org  or at his direct telephone line of 301-
876-9526.  Mr. Bennett commented that he would be happy to answer any questions from either 
the Commissioners or the public.  
 
Mr. Bennett said that, barring any further comments, the public hearing could be closed.  He 
explained that the County would move forward with the published rate for the time being, subject to 
change.  Mr. Bennett confirmed that preliminary budget is scheduled for April 30, 2020, and budget 
adoption for May 28, 2020, with several budget workshops to be held prior to the end of April.   
 

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 2 – Agreement with Aeon Technologies – Board of County Commissioners to authorize 
and approve an agreement with Aeon Technologies to establish a laboratory testing location in 
Frostburg, Maryland, and to authorize the President of the County Commissioners to sign all 
necessary agreements – Jacob C. Shade, President, presented some information regarding Aeon 
Technologies and its plans to establish a location in Allegany County, as set forth in the news 
release attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  Commissioner Shade also read this news 
release into the record.   
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Shade, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and duly carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners authorized and approved an agreement with Aeon 
Technologies to establish a laboratory testing location in Frostburg, Maryland, and authorized the 
President of the Board of County Commissioners to sign all necessary agreements. 
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Commissioner Brodie expressed his great thanks to Commissioner Shade for taking the lead 
regarding Aeon Technologies and acknowledged all of the time and effort that Commissioner 
Shade put into this project on behalf of the County. Commissioner Shade remarked that this 
project has been in the works for about three years, and that everything is now lining up at the right 
time.  
 
Before proceeding to Item 2A, Commissioner Shade, at the previous request of Public Works 
Director Paul Kahl, read a news release concerning Allegany County Transit.  A copy of the 
announcement as read by Commissioner Shade is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  
 
Item 2A - COVID-19 Business Assistance Fund – Commissioner Shade discussed the impact 
the COVID-19 Virus situation has had on many local small businesses, and announced that the 
Board of County Commissioners is establishing the COVID-19 Business Assistance Fund.  He 
presented information about the Fund by reading from a news release on the subject.  A copy of 
this news release is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  
 
Commissioner Brodie asked Commissioner Shade how soon assistance could be provided to 
businesses under this funding program.  Commissioner Shade replied that ideally, the 
Commissioners would like the funds to be available next week or the following week, and that they 
will work to make this happen as soon as possible. Commissioner Brodie asked if the Fund could 
be accessed on the County’s website, and Commissioner confirmed that it should currently be 
available there.  
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the Board 
of County Commissioners approved and agreed to establish the Allegany County COVID-19 
Business Assistance Fund.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners adopted the Consent Agenda as recommended by the County 
Administrator. 
 
Item 3 – Berkeley Springs Instruments, LLC – Board of County Commissioners authorized the 
Department of Public Works to begin work on a new building for Berkeley Springs Instruments, 
LLC, including award for design and construction assistance to EAD’S Architects for $95,500, East 
Hills Engineering for $35,400 and Hillis Carnes Engineering Associates for $9,300. 
 
Item 4 – New Boom Mower for Public Works Roads Division – Board of County Commissioners 
awarded the contract for the purchase of one new boom mower to Gladhill Tractor, Frederick, 
Maryland, in the amount of $134,526.52.  
 
Item 5 – Personnel Matters – Board of County Commissioners authorized the President of the 
County Commissioners to sign any and all necessary contract agreements or documents regarding 
personnel matters within their purview. 
 
Item 6 – Borden Tunnel Lighting Project – Board of County Commissioners awarded the Borden 
Tunnel Lighting Project to American Energy Services in the amount of $183,000, and authorized 
the President of the County Commissioners to sign any and all necessary contract agreements or 
documents. 
 
Item 7 – Moss Cottage Ballfield Operations and Maintenance Agreement with Mount Savage 
Athletic Association – Board of County Commissioners approved a Moss Cottage Ballfield 
Operations and Maintenance Agreement with Mount Savage Athletic Association. 
 
County Administrator Brandon S. Butler had no further comments to make at this evening’s 
meeting.  
 
County Attorney Lee Beeman had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.  
   
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –  
 
Commissioner David J. Caporale remarked on the strange meeting (with no public present) and 
current strange times, and pointed out that this evening was to have been the celebration of Aaron 
Laffey Night as part of the County’s annual baseball recognition series.  He said that he hoped a lot 
of people could resume playing baseball in a lot of places in the very near future. 
 
Commissioner Caporale then asked Commissioner Shade if he had any announcements he 



needed to make before the end of the meeting, regarding the County’s new website.  
 
Commissioner Jacob Shade announced the new County website devoted to coronavirus-related 
issues, and explained that it can be accessed at the web address of resources.inallegany.org.  At 
Commissioner Caporale’s request, County Administrator Butler provided a brief overview of what 
can be found on this website. He also talked about donations of food made by Rocky Gap to the 
Foodbank, and a pay as you can program offered by Fat Boys Pizza Shack in Frostburg.  Mr. 
Butler pointed out a few of the resources that can be accessed through resources.inallegany.org, 
The website is attached to and made a part of these Minutes by reference. 
 
Commissioner Creade Brodie, Jr. expressed his pride at how the Allegany County community 
has come out to support its local businesses.   Commissioner Shade agreed and encouraged 
patronage of the County’s local businesses.  
 
  
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings – 
 
Next Public Work Session – TBD 
 
Next Public Business Meeting – TBD      
 
Before the meeting was adjourned, Commissioner Shade cautioned the public to use care when 
relying on information available online and on social media.  He encouraged obtaining information 
from reliable sources, including the local Health Department, State of Maryland Government, and 
Allegany County Government.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:25 p.m.   

 
 
 
     __________________________ 

      Jacob C. Shade, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 
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