Allegany County Emergency Services Board

Ambulance Assist Policy Effective August 13, 2013

1. Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to provide consistent and efficient first
response to emergency medical responses in Allegany County.

2. Scope: This policy will include all Fire and EMS Departments operating in
Allegany County on emergency calls. This policy specifically does not include
responses to health care facilities where it is assumed that emergency medical
care is being provided. These facilities would include, but not limited to doctors
offices, correctional facilities, nursing homes, and emergency walk-in type clinics.
Furthermore, this policy will be in effect for all Fire Departments not operating an
ambulance service and for Fire Departments operating an ambulance that is
unavailable, such as being out of service or committed on another response.

3. Policy: The ambulance assist policy is a countywide utilized by all Fire and
EMS Departments operating in Allegany County. The policy will include two
types of first responder service. Each Fire Department will determine their own
level of participation, the choices include:

a. Level One — Level One will result in the Fire Department First
Responder's being dispatched on all emergency ambulance calls in the Fire
Departments first due response area.

b. Level Two — Level Two will result in the Fire Department First
Responder's being automatically dispatched to specific call types based on
information provided to the 911 Joint Communication Center. The Fire
Department First Responders will also be dispatched when the primary EMS
unit has failed to respond.

1) Respiratory and / or Cardiac Arrest

2) Unconscious / Unresponsive (breathing not verified)

3) Severe Allergic Reaction

4) Severe Trauma involving multi systems, rollover, ejection, or
possible fatality

5) Other calls where the information received by the 911 Joint
Communications Center indicates a pending life or death situation

9. Communications: Each Fire Department, when responding, should identify
the number and certification level of ,their EMS providers. Should Fire
Departments have no EMS providers; they should advise the 911 Joint
Communication Center that they only have manpower to assist with lifting. This
information will be relayed to the responding EMS units. Fire Department First
Responders should conduct a primary survey and relay vital information to the
other responding units.

6. Each Fire Department will notify the 911 Joint Communication Center in
writing of the level at which they will participate.
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7. Changes to the Fire Department's level of participation are the sole
responsibility of the Fire Department.

8. This policy will remain in effect in its full form unless specifically altered by the
Fire Chief's Committee and approved by the Allegany County Emergency
Service Board. .
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