
 

 

February 11, 2016  

February 11, 2016 

  
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of 

Allegany County was held in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on the 
above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. 
Shade; Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner 
William R. Valentine; County Attorney William M. Rudd; and 
County Administrator David A. Eberly.  The following business 
was transacted:   

  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sheriff Craig 

Robertson.  He also asked everyone present to observe a 
moment of silence in honor of the two Deputies who were killed 
the previous day in Hartford County. 
  

MOTION #1 

There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.   
  

MOTION #2 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by 

Commissioner Valentine, and Motion carried, the Commissioners 
approved the minutes of the January 28, 2016, public business 
meeting. 
  

PRESENTATION 
Item 1 – 2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report – Financial 
Audit – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, Director of Finance, said that he was 
present this evening on behalf of Rick Hoover of Turnbull, Hoover & 
Kahl, who was unable to be present at the meeting.  Mr. Bennett then 
presented the 2015 Audit to the County Commissioners.  He pointed 
out that Allegany County has received the Certificate of Achievement 
for Financial Reporting from GFOA for 23 straight years, and that with 
this audit, is applying for year 24.  Mr. Bennett reported that Turnbull, 
Hoover& Kahl has issued a clean opinion, completely in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles.  A complete copy of the Audit 
is available on the County’s website, and is made a part of these 
minutes by reference.  
  
Mr. Bennett thanked Mr. Rick Hoover and his staff for their help 
throughout the audit, and also expressed special thanks to Mrs. Pam 
Diaz of the Department of Finance, remarking that she does the bulk of 
the work on the audit, and does a good job. 
  
Commissioner Valentine added that he was present at a meeting earlier 
today with the auditor, who sang the praises of the County’s Finance 
Department.  He and the other Commissioners thanked Mr. Bennett 



and acknowledged him and his staff for a great job.  
  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Item 2 – Road Closing Petition – Rickey McKenzie and Virginia 
Weimer – The road closing petition is for a certain paper street known 
as Washington Street located on the southerly side of Kerr Road in 
Frostburg, Maryland – Jennifer Walsh Hare, Attorney, Kazary, Hare & 
Walsh, appeared on behalf of her clients, Mr. Rickey McKenzie and Ms. 
Virginia Weimer. Attorney Hare referred to her previous petition to open, 
approved by the County Commissioners.  She explained that she was 
present at this evening’s meeting to proceed with a petition to close, 
and reported that she was not aware of any opposition to her request.  
Attorney Hare requested that the Commissioners take action to sign the 
Order to Close as soon as possible.  
  
Commissioner Shade asked if anyone present wished to speak against 
the Petition to Close presented by Attorney Hare.  No one came forward 
to speak.   
  
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner 
Valentine, the Commissioners unanimously approved the Road Closing 
Petition of Rickey McKenzie and Virginia Weimer, to close a certain 
paper street known as Washington Street located on the southerly side 
of Kerr Road in Frostburg, Maryland. 
  

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 3 – Introduction of Code Home Rule Bill 1-16 – Tax Credit – 
Rehabilitation of Commercial Structures – Matthew W. Diaz, CEcD, 
Director of Economic and Community Development, asked the 
Commissioners to recall his presentation to them, approximately two 
weeks ago at public work session, of a proposal from the municipalities 
of Cumberland and Frostburg to match a tax credit program they both 
have approved for the rehabilitation of commercial structures.  Mr. Diaz 
explained that this evening is the introduction of the Code Home Rule 
Bill, and that hearing will be held at the next meeting.  He added that if 
the Commissioners are so inclined, they can next adopt the Bill.   
  
Mr. Diaz provided a brief explanation of the Bill, which would provide for 
the County to match what the municipalities’ do, up to 50 percent, of a 
qualifying investment of at least $25,000 to rehab commercial structures 
in the municipalities.  He further explained that such investment can 
include elevators, fire suppression systems, means of ingress-egress, 
and engineering services:  basically, rehabilitation costs to bring older 
structures up to code and make them marketable.   
  
The Commissioners had no additional questions for Mr. Diaz.  Attorney 
Rudd reminded them that they needed a motion and a second to 
introduce the Bill. 
  
Commissioner Valentine moved to introduce Code Home Rule Bill 1-16 
– Tax Credit – Rehabilitation of Commercial Structures.  Commissioner 



Brodie seconded the Motion, which passed unanimously.   
  
Attorney Rudd announced that the public hearing on Code Home Rule 
Bill 1-16 would be held on February 25, 2016, at the next 
Commissioners Public Business Meeting.  He pointed out that the 
Commissioners could take action on that same date to pass the Bill if 
they so wish.  
  
Item 4 – Memorandum of Agreement for Douglas Avenue 
Landslide Project with the State of Maryland – Board of County 
Commissioners to execute the Memorandum of Agreement between 
Allegany County and the State of Maryland and award the construction 
project to Carl Belt, Inc., in the amount of $637,076 – Adam Patterson, 
PE, County Engineer, reported that since the Memorandum of 
Agreement for the Douglas Avenue Landslide Project was approved 
364 days ago, the Project was advertised and bid.  The bid was over 
budget, so the County had to work to obtain more funding, which is now 
available.  Mr. Patterson explained that Carl Belt, Inc. is willing to hold 
the prices that were submitted on the Project last spring.   
  
Mr. Patterson told the Commissioners that he was present at the 
meeting for two reasons:  1) to recommend signing the Memorandum of 
Agreement to be able to move forward with the Project; and 2) to ask 
that the Project be awarded to Carl Belt, Inc.  
  
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner 
Valentine, and Motion carried unanimously, the Commissioner agreed 
to execute the Memorandum of Agreement between Allegany County 
and the State of Maryland and award the construction project to Carl 
Belt, Inc., in the amount of $637,076. 
  

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

  
Upon Motion by Commissioner Valentine, seconded by Commissioner 
Brodie, and Motion carried, the Consent Agenda as recommended by 
the County Administrator is adopted. 
  
Item 5 – Housing Authority of Allegany County Board Appointment 
– Board of County Commissioners appointed Debbie Buckalew, 
Allegany Health, Nursing and Rehabilitation, to complete the unexpired 
term of William Kenny who recently resigned, to the Housing Authority 
of Allegany County.  Mrs. Buckalew’s term will expire on June 30, 2019. 
  
Item 6 – BB&T Capital Markets Agreement – Board of County 
Commissioners authorized the Director of Finance to enter into the 
BB&T Capital Markets Agreement. 
  
Item 7 – Vehicle Purchase for Emergency Services Director – Board 
of County Commissioners authorized the purchase of a replacement 
vehicle for the Director of Emergency Services at a cost of $33,693.  



Regarding Item 7 – Vehicle Purchase for Emergency Services Director, 
Mr. Eberly thanked Emergency Services Director Dick DeVore for 
getting the most use possible out of his present vehicle, which is 10 
years old and has 270,000 miles on it, and for delaying its replacement 
for three years.  
  
Item 8 – Sewer CCTV Truck Purchase – Board of County 
Commissioners authorized the Utilities Division to prepare a purchase 
order in the amount of $248,000, for the selected Envirosight camera 
vehicle from Virginia Public Works of Mechanicsburg, Virginia, 
with100% of the cost of the vehicle grant funded. 
  
Item 9 – Declaration of Surplus Property – Board of County 
Commissioners declared the following firearms belonging to the 
Sheriff’s Office as surplus, with disposal in accordance with ATF 
guidelines: Remington Model 11-87 PC490596; Remington Model 11-
87 PC494073; Remington Model 11-87 PC610511; Remington Model 
11-87 PC610517; E.R. Amintino Double Barrel 12 Gauge Shotgun 
#A1307; Thunderhawk .50 caliber Black Powder #S8132;  Mossberg 
Model SA-20 Shotgun #KA12060; Winchester Model 1912 #86951; 
Davey Cricket 22 LR #534736; Remington 22 caliber with scope, Model 
581 #1207255; Stevens Model 350 12 Gauge Shotgun #130153R and 
MMR Mossberg 5.5 m NATO #10772A. 
  
Item 10 – Declaration of Surplus Property – Board of County 
Commissioners declared a 1998 Chevrolet Blazer VIN 
1GNDT13W7WK246207 from the Department of Public Works as 
surplus property, and authorized the disposal by way of public auction.  
  
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –  
  
Commissioner Valentine reported that he testified on a Bill entered by 
Senator George Edwards yesterday.  He explained that the State of 
Maryland owns approximately 25 percent of the land mass of Allegany 
County, with the value of that property astronomical compared to what 
the County is getting out of it.  Commissioner Valentine said that the 
property is worth over $220,000,000, and that the last two years, 
Allegany County has gotten $25,000 from the State for this property.  
Commissioner Valentine went on to report that Senator Edwards has 
entered a Bill that basically provides that Allegany County would be 
receiving $1.75 million a year in a payment in lieu of taxes.  He said that 
the Bill has strong support and actually passed the Senate last year, but 
there was not time for Senator Edwards to get it entered into the House 
last year.  It is now entered in the House this year, and the hearing in 
the Senate went very well. Commissioner Valentine expressed his hope 
that this Bill will go through, and Allegany County will finally start getting 
some income from some of the state land that is owned in the County.  
  
Commissioner Brodie discussed the Commissioners’ receipt a few 
nights ago of an e-mail requesting a letter of support.  The e-mail was 
from Senator Manno, asking for a letter of support for a manufacturing 



Bill, Senate Bill 181, for which he needed testimony the next day.  
Commissioner Brodie explained that because the letter was needed so 
quickly, there wasn’t time to run it through a Commissioners meeting, 
so he e-mailed back a letter of support for the Bill, on just his own 
behalf.  He pointed out that he couldn’t put all three Commissioners’ 
names on the letter without talking with them first.   
  
Commissioner Brodie then remarked on something bothering him at the 
State level, the Governor’s veto.  He commented that lately it appears 
that the most important matter in the State is to decriminalize marijuana 
and make sure that criminals have the right to vote before they are 
released from prison, and that he thinks it is “absolutely pathetic” that 
the Legislature is working on that issue, with all of the other problems 
facing the State of Maryland.  
  
Commissioner Shade stated that the County Commissioners’ focus is 
“what can we do to make Allegany County more attractive toward 
businesses”.  He commented that he thinks the County has done well 
with this over the past year.  Commissioner Shade reported that the 
Delegation has taken up Liquor Legislation.  The Legislation has been 
introduced and hearings are scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2016.  
Commissioner Shade briefly recapped the proposed changes to the 
law:  serving of spirits by 18 to 20-year-old wait staff, and expansion of 
Sunday sales to allow liquor stores to be open on Sundays.  He 
commented that Sunday business is currently going to West Virginia.   
  
Commissioner Shade commented Sheriff Craig Robertson on a job well 
done with his Opioid Town Halls.  He invited Sheriff Robertson to 
announce the next Town Halls to be held.   
  
First, Sheriff Robertson reported that about 150 individuals attended the 
Opioid Town Hall in Midland.  He then announced upcoming Town 
Halls:  Sunday, February 21, in Westernport, at 2 p.m.; Monday, 
February 22, in Mt. Savage, from 6 to 8 p.m.; Monday, February 29, in 
Bowling Green, for Bowling Green and Cresaptown, at the Bowling 
Green Fire Department; and Monday, March 7, Mt. Ridge High School, 
Frostburg, beginning at 6 p.m. Sheriff Robertson mentioned that the 
events include discussion and a movie, and that attendees come out 
well-informed.  
  
Commissioner Valentine remarked on the meeting at Midland, which he 
attended, saying that it was a packed house and that many stayed 
afterward to talk with the Sheriff and Health Department staff.  He 
encouraged attendance at these meetings. Commissioner Shade 
commented on the link between crime and drug abuse and addiction, 
and Commissioner Brodie pointed out that none of the Western 
Maryland Delegation even remotely supported the decriminalization 
legislation.   
  
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet 
  



Harry Grove, Bedford Street, said that he would first speak as an 
officer of the Cresaptown Eagles, Aerie 2883.  Mr. Grove asked the 
Board of Commissioners if they have oversight over the Allegany 
County Liquor Board.  The Commissioners responded that they do not.  
He then asked who does, and was told that the members are appointed 
by the Governor, and that they are an independent board.   
  
Mr. Grove explained that On November 12, 2016, his Aerie received a 
survey questionnaire, hand-delivered by the Allegany County Liquor 
Board.  The survey was regarding change of hours – Sunday operation.  
It was due back at the Allegany County Liquor Board on November 13.  
He remarked that his organization doesn’t do business like that; they 
meet twice monthly and reach a consensus on all matters.  Mr. Grove 
further explained that as an officer of the Cresaptown Eagles, he 
prepared what he thought to be a legitimate response, and hand-
delivered it back to the Liquor Board on November 13.   
  
Mr. Grove went on to say that several days later, he spoke with a 
member of the Liquor Board, who is also a member of the Cresaptown 
Eagles and was present at its facility.  Mr. Grove explained that he 
basically asked this Liquor Board member “if that’s how business is 
done”.  He added that he told the Member that he (the member) knows 
Mr. Grove’s organization and knows that they meet and make a 
consensus kind of determination of their opinions.  Mr. Grove said that 
he expected a political answer, like “yes, it was a mistake, we’ll do 
better in the future” – but he didn’t get that.  He said that he got an 
abrupt “if you have a problem with the Allegany County Liquor Board, 
come to a Liquor Board meeting” – so he did.  Mr. Grove reported that 
he attended a meeting on January 19, 2016.  There were three 
members present, and the newspaper was there for a short time.  The 
meeting was being tape recorded, and he voiced his concerns.  Mr. 
Grove said that Chairman Griffith knew of the matter, and knew of the 
individual referred to.  Mr. Grove said that he had not yet, and was not 
going to, mention that gentleman’s name.   
  
He brought up the issue of transparency, and said that he thought the 
word that needs to go with “transparency” is “spontaneity”.  He 
expressed his opinion that “the signup sheets are ridiculous”, and that 
“every one of (the Board of Commissioners ought to be able to answer 
any one of these people’s questions when they raise their hand”.   
  
Mr. Grove said that he called on the 21st of January and asked for a 
transcript of the Liquor Board meeting, because during the meeting not 
only did the Chairman of the Board mention the person’s name but 
referred to it as a “personal problem”.  He said that the Chairman also 
said “this Board (of Commissioners) created the problem because they 
requested the information immediately.”  Mr. Grove then said that 
“coincidentally, conveniently and suspiciously” he got a phone call the 
day before from the Liquor Board that the tape recording of the 
transcript he requested was blank.   
  



Then Mr. Grove spoke as constituent, Harry W. Grove (instead of 
“Harry Grove, the Secretary”).  He said that he knows there is a public 
information act and he tried to follow it.  He said that he feels there were 
faults made during the Liquor Board meeting and that the gentleman at 
the meeting realized there were faults made.  
  
Commissioner Shade explained to Mr. Grove that the Liquor Board 
doesn’t decide policy; he said that the three County Commissioners 
made a recommendation to support the three Liquor Law changes, and 
the Delegation acted upon those.  Surveys that came back were 80 
percent in favor of expanding Sunday sales.  
  
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings 
  
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, February 25, 2016, 5:00 
p.m. 
  

ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of 
the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.  
 


