
 

 

January 28, 2016  

January 28, 2016 

  
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of 

Allegany County was held in the Commissioners’ Meeting 
Room, Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner 
Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; 
Commissioner William R. Valentine; County Attorney William M. 
Rudd; and County Administrator David A. Eberly.  The following 
business was transacted:   

  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. George Koontz.   

  

MOTION #1 

There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.   
  

MOTION #2 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by 

Commissioner Valentine, and Motion carried, the Commissioners 
approved the minutes of the January 14, 2016, public business 
meeting. 
  

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 1 – Statewide Radio System Memorandum of Understanding 
– Board of County Commissioners to authorize the signing of the 
State Radio Control Board Memorandum of Understanding to allow 
Allegany County to join the statewide Maryland FiRST Interoperable 
Radio System – Richard L. DeVore, Director of Emergency Services, 
asked the Commissioners to consider his request for their 
authorization to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
State of Maryland Radio Control Board.  Mr. DeVore explained that 
this would allow Allegany County to become a participant in the 
statewide radio system.  He asked the Commissioners to recall that 
approximately a year ago the Department of Emergency Services was 
notified by Motorola that there had been a purchase of their existing 
vendor, and a subsequent shutdown of that vendor.  Mr. DeVore 
further explained that the document before the Commissioners would 
pave the way to move to a new vendor, and he asked the 
Commissioners for their authorization.  
  
Commissioner Brodie asked if this would be for the fire department 
and the Sheriff’s Department, and Mr. DeVore confirmed that they 
would move into the new system.  He clarified that the new system 
would be for public safety and would take care of police, fire, EMS, 
and other auxiliary agencies that support those operations.  Mr. 
DeVore reported that the new statewide system would be “more 
robust” than any system the County could have on its own, and also 



that the State of Maryland would be responsible for maintenance of 
the tower site equipment, instead of the County, which maintains it 
under the old system.  
  
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Valentine, seconded by 
Commissioner Brodie, and unanimously carried, the Commissioners 
authorized the signing of the State Radio Control Board Memorandum 
of Understanding to allow Allegany County to join the statewide 
Maryland FiRST Interoperable Radio System 
  
Item 2 – Maryland FiRST Radio Purchase – Board of County 
Commissioners to authorize the purchase of subscriber radio units 
and repeaters for the statewide Maryland FiRST radio network.  These 
radios are being purchased through Motorola from the State of 
Maryland contract at a purchase price of $110,000. These radios will 
be paid for with a Federal Homeland Security Grant – Richard L. 
DeVore, Director of Emergency Services remarked that with their 
authorization regarding the MOU, the Commissioners paved the way 
for Emergency Service to begin the migration to the State System.  He 
explained that the Department is seeking permission to allocate 
$110,000 of surplus Federal Homeland Security funds, held by the 
State and earmarked for Allegany County, to make the first purchase 
of radios on the new state radio system.  Mr. DeVore further explained 
that they would be purchasing off the State of Maryland Bid List and 
directly from Motorola.   
  
Commissioner Brodie moved that the Board of County Commissioners 
authorize the purchase of subscriber radio units and repeaters for the 
statewide Maryland FiRST radio network, to be purchased through 
Motorola from the State of Maryland contract at a purchase price of 
$110,000.  Commissioner Valentine seconded the Motion, which 
carried unanimously.  
  
Item 3 – Bridges to Opportunity Loan Fund Allocation – Board of 
County Commissioners to authorize $4,500 to HRDC in support of the 
Bridges to Opportunity Special Loan Fund – David K. Nedved, 
Economic and Community Development Representative, explained to 
the Commissioners that Bridges to Opportunity is a community 
initiative to help individuals in the community get ahead and not just 
get by. Mr. Nedved added that key components of the Initiative are a 
sixteen-week program called “Getting Ahead”, as well as community 
resources to assist graduates of this program successfully transition 
out of poverty.  He reported that the Commissioners were given a 
presentation on the Bridges to Opportunity Initiative at their November 
19, 2015, work session.  Mr. Nedved told the Commissioners that a 
special loan fund is one resource being established to aid transitioning 
individuals in times of emergency, Allegany County is contributing 
$4,500 to this special loan fund, and the City of Cumberland is 
matching the contribution.  There are also private contributors to the 
fund, including Delfest.   
  



Mr. Nedved called the Commissioners’ attention to the Motion before 
them, authorizing allocation of the $4,500 from account 2618 – 
Special Projects to HRDC in support of the Bridges to Opportunity 
Special Loan Fund, and asked for their approval.  
  
Commissioner Valentine commented that the Initiative is a good thing, 
with a number of private sponsors.  Commissioners Brodie and Shade 
agreed.  
  
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Valentine, and seconded by 
Commissioner Brodie, the Commissioners unanimously authorized the 
allocation of $4,500 to HRDC in support of the Bridges to Opportunity 
Special Loan Fund.   
  

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

  
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner 
Valentine, and Motion carried, the Consent Agenda as recommended 
by the County Administrator is adopted. 
  
Item 4 – Public Notice for the Public Transportation Grant 
Application Hearing – Board of County Commissioners authorized 
advertising for a public hearing for the fiscal year 2017 Public 
Transportation Program and publication of a public hearing notice in 
the Cumberland Times-News. 
  
Item 5 – Draw Requests for Federal Fiscal Year 2016 for Rental 
Allowance Program – Authorized the President of the Board of 
County Commissioners to sign the Grant Agreement for the Rental 
Allowance Program for Federal Fiscal Year 2016 for $52,216 and 
authorized the County Administrator to sign the Purchase of Services 
Agreement with Allegany County Human Resources Development 
Commission for its administration and the draw requests that HRDC 
submits. 
  
Item 6 – Maintenance Plan and Agreement – Board of County 
Commissioners authorized the President to sign a Maintenance Plan 
and Agreement that will also be signed by Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Development and the Subrecipient, the City 
of Frostburg, for Disaster Recovery Assistance towards the installation 
of generators at the Savage Pumping Station and the Frostburg Water 
Treatment Plant. 
  
County Administrator Eberly read a letter into the record.  He 
explained that this letter was prepared at the request of Senator 
Edwards, to be forwarded to his office and to the other members of 
the Delegation, regarding an initiative discussed with the Delegation in 
December at the joint meeting.  The subject of the letter is the Open 
Space Incentive Program – PILOT Agreement with Counties that have 
large land holdings.  A copy of the letter is attached to and made a 

http://www.gov.allconet.org/bcc/minutes/sttachments/2016/011416/OpenSpace.pdf


part of these minutes.   
  
Mr. Eberly also thanked Paul Kahl, Director of Public Works, the 
Department of Public Works, and especially the County’s Roads 
Crew, and commended them on an outstanding job during the major 
snowstorm the previous week.   
  
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition 
  
Commissioner Valentine remarked that he has been busy since the 
Commissioners’ last meeting on January 14, 2016.  He reported that 
on Friday, January 15, he accompanied Senator Cardin on a tour of 
the AES Warrior Run power plant.  Commissioner Valentine 
commented that this was interesting, as Senator Cardin “is one of 
those federal officials who feel that coal is a dirty fuel that should sort 
of go away”, and Senator Cardin was walking through a coal-fired 
power station that was so clean “you could eat off the floor”.  He 
pointed out that Senator Cardin was amazed at how clean coal-
burning operations can be.   
  
Next, Commissioner Valentine reported that he was in Annapolis the 
week of January 18, 2016, and met on Tuesday, January 19, with a 
consultant, which he hoped would result in one new business and one 
nice project coming to Allegany County.  On Wednesday, January 20, 
Commissioner Valentine attended MACo meetings, and 
Commissioner Brodie got to sit in on his first MACo meeting and saw 
how contentious they can be.   
  
Commissioner Valentine then discussed the activities of Thursday, 
January 21, 2016, the first day of PACE.  He remarked that everyone 
thinks of PACE as the reception in the evening, but for Allegany 
County, PACE is the meetings early in the day that Paul Kahl sets up.  
Commissioner Valentine reported that he was very proud to say that, 
as a result of those meetings, Allegany County probably brought home 
a commitment of about $122 million to help fund infrastructure projects 
in the County.  He commended Mr. Kahl and his Department for 
setting up these meetings. Commissioner Valentine pointed out that 
the Public Works Department designs most of its projects in house, so 
that when a funding partner has a question, Allegany County staff has 
an answer.  He went on to say that he and Commissioner Brodie left 
Annapolis Thursday night and missed the PACE Breakfast Friday 
morning. Commissioner Valentine reported that he was back in 
Annapolis this week for a MACo meeting.  He remarked on the large 
number of Bills being presented in the General Assembly this year, 
pointing out that 2,000 pieces of legislature are already entered in the 
State of Maryland.  
  
Commissioner Brodie agreed with Mr. Eberly’s earlier comments 
and said that the Commissioners want everyone to know that they 
appreciate the effort of County staff during the last snowstorm.   
  



Commissioner Brodie also remarked on this year’s PACE meetings 
and how valuable they are to getting projects done.  
  
Commissioner Shade added his appreciation for Paul Kahl and the 
Public Works Engineering staff, and David Nedved of Economic & 
Community Development, for their work with the County’s funding 
partners and obtaining the grants.  
  
Commissioner Shade also brought up the budget and mentioned that 
the budget will be worked on the next couple of months.  He pointed 
out that the Board of Education will be getting an increase this next 
year, and the Commissioners will also be cutting taxes for the sixth 
straight year, to the lowest level since 1991.  
  
  
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet – No one signed up to speak 
this evening.  
  
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings 
  
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, February 11, 2016, 5:00 
p.m.  
Announcement – PACE (See News Release) 
Announcement – Recycle Christmas Trees at Compost Site (See 
News Release) 
  

ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention 
of the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:18 p.m.   

 


